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“Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who were circumcised took issue with him, saying, ‘You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 
     

Acts 11:1-3
 “If God tells us something once, we should listen. If He tells us something twice, we should pay extremely strict attention. How then, if He tells us something three times over, as is the case here? In that case, we must give God’s words the most intent, comprehensive, sympathetic, and obedient notice possible.”





James Montgomery Boice
Question: How do you undo prejudices – especially those that 

                would HINDER the Gospel?

I. Revealing an Insidious Undermining of the Gospel
“Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God.” 

Acts 11:1 

Luke (and the Apostles) understood that Gentiles had come to faith in Jesus Christ …BUT – that’s not what the Jerusalem church “hears”     
    “And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who were circumcised 
      took issue with him, saying, ‘You went to uncircumcised men and 
      ate with them.’”                              Acts 11:2-3

   = “the circumcision party” will emerge as ‘the Judaizers’ –

          those who will insist that in order to be part of the 
          covenant community (the church), you must be 

          circumcised   

        “Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us 
            after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
            stand in God’s way?’”                 Acts 11:17

             You don’t have to become something else 

                     before you can come to Jesus.
The real issue is one we call ‘traditionalism.’ 
          If we expand . . . if we really are evangelistic and 
                   mission minded, things will change. 
II. Reinforcing an Accurate Understanding of the Gospel   
“Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way? When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, ‘Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.’”       
Acts 11:17-18

Listen to what Peter says AND what he does NOT say:

 *he does not say that being a Christian means that you have to 
      be circumcised (that’s the biggest issue in Jerusalem) 
 *he does say there must be: 
    1) recognition of Jesus as God’s Messiah and Lord of my life   
    2) trust in Jesus as Savior which involves a turning away 
          from a former way of life in repentance
    3) receiving of the power of the Holy Spirit, enabling me 
          to do so to the glory of God       
III. Recognizing an Insightful Undertaking of the Gospel 
Principle 1: God speaks through His Word       
Principle 2: God guides through His Providence

Principle 3: God moves through Holy Spirit Conviction 
Principle 4: God expects Our Obedience

Principle 5: God designed the Gospel to Change Things
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