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Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 22: Playing Favorites
Romans 2:11
Sunday, July 1, 2018
“For God shows no partiality.”               



Romans 2:11
Here’s some good news for you: God is never guilty of playing favorites— that is a frequently asserted principle in the OT—

  “For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the   

     mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe.”          
Deuteronomy 10:17
And yet— there is a problem….

   =the Law given to Israel (designed to show her that she could 
       not earn God’s favor instead became a stumbling block 
      -they identified the Law as a means to favoritism

      -that is, we have the Law . . . that is our salvation…God 

           therefore is partial to us…we are His favorite child!

  NOTE: It’s not who you are that matters . . . it’s whose you are!
2 Things we saw last week—
The Unavoidable Reality of the Ultimate Payday
  2 Fatal errors made today—
    *those hedging their bets that there will be no judgment 

    *those woefully mistaken about the standard of judgment
The Unexpected Revelation concerning the Ultimate Payday
  2 Unexpected (maybe surprising) “Reveals” here—

   *Reveal 1:  We are accumulating our own condemnation (v. 5)
   *Reveal 2:  God is going to judge us by our works (v. 6)
Two Different Paths
*path one = a path of ‘good deeds’ – (v. 7, 10)

*path two = a path of ‘evil deeds’ – ‘self-seeking /disobedient / 

        Unrighteous’ (vv. 8-9)
Paul confronts the religious Jew with a hard reality— the reality of sin (even the religious Jew can be guilty of a misplaced faith’
“Paul’s theme all along the line of this section is the wrath of God upon sin . . . no man will really seek salvation until he is clear about this doctrine. As long as a man thinks that his works or his nationality or his family or his birth or his associations or his profession or anything else is somehow or other going to put him right with God, he will trust that and not the Lord Jesus Christ.”                 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones

=the issue here is NOT works versus faith – the issue here is truth 
      versus hypocrisy … the issue is about a life that backs up a 
      profession of faith!
FYI:  Why are your works (deeds / a lifestyle) so important? 
  =because your works reveal what’s in your heart

  =whatever is inside must eventually come out

   =God judges by works NOT to establish the way of salvation 
         but to establish the basis of judgment

One Definitive Principle 
“For God shows no partiality.”         Romans 2:11
=this is an eye-popping statement – ‘God shows no partiality’
=this would have stunned Paul’s Jewish friends!

When I (you) stand before God, there will be no favoritism. 
(Partiality = ‘lifting the face’ – the idea is to give consideration 
      to a person because of who he is

        ‘to receive the countenance – to regard external appearance’

God’s judgment is impartial . . . He will judge me according to 
    my deeds . . . THAT is why I need a Savior!
*We must all face the Judge (Jesus Christ) sooner or later. 
*You either face him as Savior now, or face him as Judge later
*To face him as Judge will bring eternal regret 

