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“So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people.”                                    





Luke 3:18
Luke begins the public ministry of Jesus with the public preaching of John the Baptist. That actually makes sense on 2 levels—

    *level 1:  The Prophetic / Biblical / Spiritual Level = the OT 

             foretold John’s appearing as the forerunner of Messiah

    *level 2:  The Practical Level = we need to understand just how 

             popular and well known John was in his day— John was a 

             magnet for people . . . 

                   -his unusual manner / lifestyle

                   -his confrontational message

                   -his cleansing baptism

        (people were so drawn to John that many began to think 

               that he was the Messiah! 
The Context of John’s Ministry (vv. 1-2)

The Content of John’s Ministry (vv. 3-6)
The Character of John’s Ministry (vv. 7-14)
The Confrontation of John’s Ministry (vv. 15-17)
3 Specifics about John’s confrontational preaching—

=his preaching made people think about the Messiah (v. 15)
=his preaching exalted the Messiah (v. 16)
    -the hallmark of authentic Christianity in a man’s life is that he 

         exalts the person and work of Jesus Christ! 
         “(The faithful preacher)…will never allow anything to be credited to him, 

            or his office, which belongs to his Divine Master. . . to commend Christ 

           dying, and rising again for the ungodly— to make known Christ’s love 

           and power to save sinners— this will be the main object of his ministry   

           …He will be content that his own name be forgotten, so long as Christ 

           crucified is exalted.”                                                 J.C. Ryle 
=his preaching presented the Gospel (v. 17)
How successful was this confrontational content of John?
*by external standards, the world would judge John a failure!  
*by eternal standards – John was very successful! 
   -Jesus called John the Baptist ‘the greatest man who ever lived’ 

   -he accomplished precisely what God called him to do

The Consequences of John’s Ministry (vv. 18-20)
(Following Jesus always has consequences!

    =just because you are faithful doesn’t mean that all goes well…  

19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he locked up John in Prison.”
=Luke ends his story about John with his imprisonment… his 
     account is very brief (basically just a summary) 
   1-John gave many other exhortations to the gospel 
   2-he agitated Herod with a personalized message— 

           --John did what a good preacher does…personalizes!

           -- he didn't just preach to the audience, he preached to 
                individuals 
=John was both compassionate and passionate!
 -the most kind thing you could ever tell anybody is God will 
         forgive all their sins if they will repent 
 -the truth is hard because it must expose sin, it is at the same 
          time merciful because it brings forgiveness

(the details of this issue are found in Matthew 14:1-12

