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“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’”                                    





Luke 3:21-22
With the words, ‘he locked up John in prison’ Luke moves John the Baptist off the stage!
  =remember… the story is NOT about John…it’s about Jesus!

  =John has a role to play . . . to turn the heart of God’s people . . . 
           to be used as an instrument of conviction 

(Luke transitions to Jesus— Jesus suddenly comes before John 
       seeking out John’s baptism!
=John does not talk about Jesus’ baptism in the Gospel of John – 

=But Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record the baptism

  -Luke's account is much shorter than Matthew and Mark

Here’s the question— why? (‘Why was Jesus baptized?’)
     “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.
       14John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do 
       you come to me?’”                       Matthew 3:13-14
  *AND, Jesus answered his question—

         “But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
           fulfill all righteousness.’”                       Matthew 3:15 

   *what does it mean that in His baptism, Jesus was ‘fulfilling 

       all righteousness?’
(the baptism of Jesus is about His identification with us (fallen 

        humanity) in the struggle against sin.

(the prayer of Jesus on this occasion is about His intercession for 

        us (Luke deliberately draws our attention to Jesus’ prayer) 
(the response of the Father to the obedience of Jesus is about 

        His affection (His love for . . . His delight in) Jesus (and by 

        application, those enabled to come to life because of the     

        work of the Son. 
The Baptism of Jesus
“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized…”



Luke 3:21
=Luke has a laser focus here – one thing and one thing only –

        ‘when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been   

          baptized…’
=What's Luke’s point? One word:  Identification      
=Jesus’ baptism is a public demonstration /declaration to show 
    that God the Father Himself was anointing Him for ministry 
       (It is the ultimate fulfillment of the dedication of the 

              Levitical order for service in the Temple— (Nu 8:5-20) 
=Jesus identifies with the needy sinner by receiving the very sign    

     that was given to needy sinners!
The Prayer of Jesus 
“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying…”                               Luke 3:21
=An Interesting Observation—

    -only Luke mentions Jesus praying at His baptism

           (‘had been baptized and was praying’)

    -what was He praying?

      (the answer is most likely found in the context of the prayer
      (His prayer had to be in concert with purpose of His baptism

      (His prayer had to be about intercession for us . . . about 

           completing, fulfilling what He has come to do – make us 

           righteous!
The Affirmation of Jesus
“ . . . the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’” 
Luke 3:21-22
=When Jesus is baptized, He prays  . . . and God answers!

=one of the greatest of those benefits is that now His heavenly 
        Father's love for Him is gifted to you   (John 17:25-26)
