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“And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, ‘Is not this Joseph's son?’”             

Luke 4:22
The Setting of Our Story

“And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up . . .”    
Luke 4:16a

The Sermon of Our Savior    (Luke 4:16b-21)
 -Luke picks up in mid-worship—
 -Jesus reads from the prophet Isaiah—

 “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
       because the Lord has anointed me
       to bring good news to the poor;
       he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
       to proclaim liberty to the captives,
    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,
    and the day of vengeance of our God;
    to comfort all who mourn;”                    Isaiah 61:1-2
       20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down.    

      And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to 
      say to them, ‘Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’”                 
Luke 4:17b-21

   -‘and He began saying to them’ – 
   -the indication is that Jesus began preaching to them… there 

       was much more that He said than, ‘Today this Scripture has 

       been fulfilled in your hearing’
     --that was the summation of what He said to them
     --Jesus would’ve given them an ‘exposition’ of Isaiah’s words

 -the ‘year of our Lord’s’ favor’ (61:2a) – was a reference to 

            the year of Jubilee—    Leviticus 25:8-13
 -the Jubilee – the ‘year of our Lord’s favor’ – was a time of 

     Liberty . . . slaves were set free…debts were forgiven… it was 

     like everyone was given a new start!

(the year of Jubilee became a picture of  . . . and anticipation of 

       the coming Kingdom of Messiah— there would be a time 

       when God’s anointed would come and set the world right for 

       His people

Jesus would have gone on to highlight the significance in an exposition  of the 4 classes of people mentioned by Isaiah—

          *the poor    *the captive    *the blind    *the oppressed

*it wasn’t just the materially poor but the spiritually impoverished

*it wasn’t just those held captive by conquering nations— but you 
     those in bondage to some captor— money, guilt, sex, hatred—
*it wasn’t just the physically blind –  Acts 26:12-18
*it wasn’t just the ones oppressed by other people –

    -the word here is ‘broken in pieces, shattered’

    -those who have been crushed / devastated by life in general

        (life is hard . . . living in a fallen, broken world takes a toll)

By this time in the history of Israel – the Jewish expectation was 

    that this ‘anointed one’ spoken of by Isaiah would be a political 

    savior— 
The Response of His Hometown       Luke 4:22-30
 =they loved Him— until He got to His main point!

         “And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been 
              fulfilled in your hearing.”      Luke 4:21
  =He, Himself is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s words!
Sometimes the people closest to us have the hardest time letting us grow into the people God is calling us to become!

Two pagans — one a widow, one a Syrian general — both blessed   

    by God with miraculous signs and wonders, one that raises a 
    son back to life, one that heals a man from leprosy. 
What's different about them and the people in Nazareth and the 
     people in Israel around them in their own time? They believed! 
