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“And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, ‘Do not weep.’  14Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise.’ 15And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother.”              Luke 7:13-15
In Luke 7 we see 2 stories:  
  -story #1 (vs 1-10) Jesus intervenes in the life of a centurion to 
          heal a servant (shows Jesus’ authority over disease)
 -story #2 (vv. 11-17) Jesus goes to Nain and show His authority 
          over the ultimate disease – the disease of death
Jesus Goes to a Place Called Nain
“Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him.”                        Luke 7:11 
   =Nain – about 20 miles S. of Capernaum – a small nondescript, 
         insignificant town

    (there really was no reason for Jesus to go to Nain (rather: let 

          me put it this way— you had to have a reason to go to Nain 

          in order to go to Nain!
  
   -this is ‘a divine appointment’ – He deliberately goes to Nain!

   -(v. 12) tells us why— this story, first and foremost, highlights 
      divine purpose
“Three and a half centuries ago, it was not uncommon for Christians to muse on ‘the mystery of providence.’ Our contemporary lack of reflection on this theme overlooks how important it is in the Bible— and we abandon it at our peril. The reason the doctrine of providence is mysterious lies in the fact that it brings together God’s mutter sovereignty and his unqualified goodness. On the one hand, God truly reigns: the world never escapes from His ultimate control. Yet if that is the only thing to be said, one risks giving the impression that God stands symmetrically behind good and evil— and that would make Him amoral. But the same Bible that affirms God’s sovereignty insists equally in God’s goodness; He reigns providentially.”        D.A. Carson

  =the death of an only son . . . a grieving mother who has also lost 

         her husband— the doctrine of providence has profound 

         implication here

(Every thought God has, every word God says, every act God 
      does operates perfectly on divinely established purpose— that 

      is the way it is with Jesus  
=just a couple of observations—

  *the crowd – there is a large crowd with her

  *the widow herself – in that culture, unless she has a near 
       relative who could take care of her—she’ll become a beggar

Jesus Graces a Widow in Nain (vv. 13-15)
=it was very common for philosophers to comfort the bereaved 
    with the words— ‘Do not weep. It will do no good.’ 
    -the equivalent of ‘that’s not going to change anything!’

    -it is what it is  . . . get over it . . . move on!

=well, Jesus has something to say as well—  ‘Do not weep’
    -but His conclusion is different!
 “. . .and Jesus gave him to his mother.”         
 “And the Lord listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child came into 
     him again, and he revived.23 And Elijah took the child and brought him down 
     from the upper chamber into the house and delivered him to his mother…”               
 





I Kings 17:22-23
 =Luke deliberately connects Elijah and Jesus— 

     -ever wondered why some said that Jesus was Elijah?

(Look at the immediate response in Nain—

 ‘Fear’ – awe, wonder that induces one to worship, to glorify God

     -notice what they say:  

       ‘A great prophet has arisen among us!’ . . . ‘God has visited his people!’
     -this is both ann  appropriate response & a faith-filled response 
     -if the dead are raised— you’d better be awe!

(BUT notice – they have no idea who they are talking to!
(God was visiting, but they didn't really understand that God Himself was actually there in Christ!
