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Genesis 50:22-26
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“So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.”                          


Genesis 50:26
  “It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is 
    a far, far better rest that I go to than I have ever known.”

                                   A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens

A Coffin in Egypt – Closing the Jacob Toledoth

“So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father's house…”    
  




Genesis 50:22

-(v. 22) reminds us that there’s a family connection here

  -a continuation of the family of Jacob (‘his father’s house’)
    “Jacob lived in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of 
      Canaan. 2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being 
      seventeen years old…”       Genesis 37:1-2

  -Remember—Genesis traces the history of humanity—

       *from the creation of Adam . . . 

       *to the call of Abram

       *to the expansion of that one family through Isaac and then 
           Jacob and then the sons of Jacob (the tribes of Israel)  
NOW—
   *Joseph is dying – he was God’s instrument to preserve Israel

   *his words to Israel (his brothers) are critical—

    “…but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that 
       he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob’ . . . ‘God will surely visit 
       you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.’”    Genesis 50:24-25

  *that is— God is not going to leave US (Israel) here in Egypt  
A Coffin in Egypt – Closing the Joseph Story

“Joseph lived 110 years. 23 And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation. The children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were counted as Joseph's own.  24 And Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am about to die…’”                                       Genesis 50:22-24a 
There are 3 specific words that sum up the life of Joseph—

Faithfulness — 
  Joseph’s faithfulness is seen in 2 distinct arenas—

   *The Arena of the World (Egypt) – 

   *The Arena of the Kingdom Israel) – 
     -Joseph had 54 years with his brothers after Jacob died! 
     -for 54 years Joseph’s faithfulness kept a family together
Fruitfulness
*Joseph witnessed the growth of Israel numerically as he 

     witnessed to Israel spiritually 

*Joseph never stopped being Joseph!

2 Things to Remember—
  *be faithful to God until your last breath

  *if I am faithful to the end, I will be fruitful beyond the end—

       God will use me to impact generations to come!

Faith
2 Powerful expressions (evidences) of Joseph’s faith—

 *A Declaration of Faith  “but God will visit you and bring you …out” 
 *A Demonstration of Faith
     “Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, ‘God will surely 
      visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.’  26 So Joseph    

      died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a    

      coffin in Egypt.”                        Genesis 50:25-26                           
A Coffin in Egypt – Closes Genesis but Continuing Hope

“So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.”                        Genesis 50:25-26                  
NOTE: the difference in Jacob’s instructions and Joseph’s!

    -Jacob: when I die…take me home (bury me in Canaan!)

    -Joseph: when I die…leave me here in Egypt – wait and take 

                        me home when God visits you!

Joseph’s coffin is a temporary monument to the coming Exodus!
“By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the
the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.”   Hebrews 11:22
