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“ For I am not ashamed of the gospel . . .  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’”



Romans 1:16-17

“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”         

Romans 3:21-24
When we talk about ‘sola fide’ (faith alone) we’re talking about the Biblical doctrine or teaching on justification . . . we’re talking about —‘How does a person get right with a God?’
The Defining Issue: What Does It Mean to be Righteous
“ For I am not ashamed of the gospel . . .  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’”



Romans 1:16-17     

*The Gospel – just what is the Gospel? – 

*It is critical to know because the defining issue of ‘What does it 

     mean to be righteous?’ is directly tied to it

*IN IT (that is, in the Gospel), ‘the righteousness of God is 
    revealed’ – what God requires for us to be ‘right with Him’ is 
    revealed

*Romans 3:24— ‘. . . justified by His grace as a gift’ – 
    -there’s our word— justification – this is the Defining Issue of 
      Sola Fide 
“This doctrine [justification by faith] is the head and the cornerstone. It alone begets, nourishes, builds, preserves, and defends the church of God; and without it the church of God cannot exist for one hour…. For no one who does not hold this article – or, to use Paul's expression, this 'sound doctrine' (Titus 2:1) – is able to teach aright in the church or successfully to resist any adversary . . . this is the heel of the Seed that opposes the old serpent and crushes its head. That is why Satan, in turn, cannot but persecute it.”                    Luther

(we simply cannot afford to get the Gospel wrong
(The watershed issue over which the church split is the very 
      issue before us this morning: Sola Fide . . . Faith Alone
(being Justified by faith— declared that you have met the 
       standard of righteousness that God demands!
The Different Intent: How Does Justification Work
“…he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith was ‘counted to him as righteousness.’ 23 But the words ‘it was counted to him’ were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”   


Romans 4:20-25
(the KEY— how do we understand ‘counted to us who believe’
     -Imputation is the Protestant word 
     -Infusion is the Roman Catholic word 
   (Infusion – the righteousness of Christ ‘poured into the soul’     

        -God looks upon us as righteous because He has infused a 
           righteousness into us . . . our works are the means to bring 
           about this righteousness – we possess a righteousness that 

           we have merited through what we’ve done
   (Imputation – we don’t possess any righteousness…the    

           righteousness of Christ is accredited to our account

       -when God looks upon us, He doesn't see us… Rather, he 
           sees Jesus – my works accrue ZERO righteousness
Paul was talking about  a righteousness that God in His grace made available to those who would simply receive it passively, 
NOT those who would sought to achieve it actively  
If I can become righteous (attain a level of righteousness) then 
     my religion is no different than any of the religions of the 

     world. They ALL work in some way or another to be good. 
In our case, we have Christ’s righteousness by faith alone – that 

     is truly good news!
