M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 1: Romans Is Here!
Romans 1:1, 7, 15-16
Sunday, January 7, 2018
“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God . . . To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints . . . I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel . . .”
       Romans 1:1, 7, 15-16 (ESV)
The Message of Romans  (Romans 1:1, 7, 15-16)
=why has Romans wielded such an impact?

=because the Book of Romans is first and foremost an exposition 
     of ‘the Gospel’

=Romans speaks with such clarity and power about the gospel 
    that it virtually comes alive, especially in those times when the 
    gospel has been lost, or obscured, or confused, or neglected 
The key to Romans is ‘the Gospel’
Romans is about the Gospel

The Message of Romans shows us —

  *Our Greatest Need – 
        =we’ve been made for fellowship with God, but sin has 
             separated us from Him . . . 
        =our greatest need is to be saved from that condition!
  *God’s Gracious Provision – 
        =the hard cold reality is that we cannot save ourselves from 
             the deadly grip of sin—

        =through faith in Christ, we can be put in a right relationship 
             with God and be forgiven of our sins
  *Our Grand Privilege – 
     =there’s more to salvation than going to heaven! 
     =Being a Christian has a present tense – we experience the 
          reality of ‘the gospel of God’ through a changed life and 
          service NOW!
The Mission of Romans
“I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while.”     
Romans 15:24
 =the man with a message is also a man on a mission!

   *Paul not only wants to share his life and message with them

   *he wants them to join him as he launches from Rome to a 

           place where the Gospel has not gone— Spain

POINT: (helps explain the power of Romans & the Gospel)—

  The message of the Gospel is an inherently missionary message!

           If we do not come away from Romans with a 
           missionary heart for the world, then we’ve 
           missed the heart of the Gospel!
The Marvel of Romans
    The ‘Book of Romans’ is simply the most profound piece of    

     writing ever…PERIOD!
      (I base this on 2 things—

        *the content of Romans – what Paul wrote and why

        *the influence of Romans over the past 2 millennia— the 

              marvel that is the book of Romans

(Romans) ‘century after century . . . has been the flame at which one 
        great Christian leader after another . . . has kindled his own torch 
        to the revival of the church and the enrichment of Christendom’?”     






A.M. Hunter
(Romans has been the fountain from which a truly biblical 
     understanding of human sin and saving grace in Jesus Christ 
     has flowed forth to reform the church, to empower God’s 
     people to be faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ, and to shake 
     the world for the glory of God
“There is no saying what may happen when people begin to study the letter to the Romans . . . So, let those who have read thus far be prepared for the consequences of reading further— you have been warned!”                                      F.F. Bruce
