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Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 2: The Gospel According to Paul
(Part A: The Man Who Shook the World)
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“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son . . .”        Romans 1:1-3a (ESV)
So much has been written about the book of Romans that it’s impossible to read and process it all! This shows both the
importance of and the influence of this majestic letter! 
We saw last week that God has indeed used the preaching of the book of Romans to not only change many lives . . . but also to shape Western Civilization over the past 2 millennia
Why has Romans wielded such an impact? Because the Book of Romans is first and foremost an exposition and application of ‘the Gospel’
  *the ‘gospel’ – is the message we proclaim of salvation by God
       through His grace and through our response of faith in Christ 
       Jesus—it’s the ‘good news’ message of redemption through 
       the propitiatory offering of Jesus Christ for our sins
  *this gospel message – is the core proclamation of the 
        preaching and teaching of the NT 
Paul: A Man Who Shook the World

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God . . .”                       Romans 1:1
    “It is quite remarkable, that God took a cruel wolf, and not 
      only made him one of His sheep, He assigned to Paul the 
      office of shepherd to the Gentile flock.”        John Calvin 

(before his conversion, Paul was greatly feared —

(after his conversion, Paul was not trusted  Acts 9:26 
(by his own words— Paul says he tried to exterminate any who 
       associated with Jesus! (Gal 1, Acts 22:4; 26:9-10)
I’m convinced that Paul never got over those dark days—

=Paul’s autobiographical reflections in I Timothy 1:12-17 show  
    3 life-shattering realities for the former ‘enemy of the Cross’—
      *an acute awareness of human sin—

      *an absolute affirmation of the historical reality of Jesus—

      *it’s all about the glory of God
Paul was not some dissatisfied Jew seeking something better. 
Paul was an enemy of Christ, completely confident of his own 
    righteousness and seeking to destroy anything and everyone 
    connected to the despised name of Jesus—

And then suddenly –  Grace transformed this radical rabbi and  

     brought him under the banner of the Cross and the Lordship 
     of Christ!
And Paul began to shake the world in a different way!
“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God . . .”                       Romans 1:1
There are 3 phrases Paul uses to describe himself—the man who shook the world—

*Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ
     =in Paul’s cultural context— that word would have specific 

         connotations connected to the institution of slavery…

     =it suggested that the ‘slave’ belonged entirely to his master

*Paul, called to be an Apostle
     =the word in general – “someone who is sent, a messenger” 
*Paul, set apart for the gospel of God 
    =set apart for a purpose – Paul was separated “to” the Gospel – 
          as are you and I!
    =‘set apart’ certainly means set apart to ‘preach the gospel’ 
          but it also means ‘set apart to live the gospel!’
    =you and I have been called to LIVE the gospel of God! 
