M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 3: The Gospel According to Paul
(Part B: The Message that Saves the World)
Romans 1:1-7
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“Paul . . . set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised before-hand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son
who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the hSon of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.”        Romans 1:1-4
Paul: A Man Who Shook the World
Paul: The Message that Saves the World
 “The gospel! Oh! How easily we use this term! How glibly we repeat it! I am as guilty as anybody else. It ought to be impossible for us to use the word ‘gospel’ without bursting forth, as it were, into a hymn of praise and thanksgiving. Good news from God, that is the gospel. And that brings me to the most important thing of all— it is the gospel of God. In other words, it is what God has done about man, and about his salvation . . . If we say that we know the gospel means good news, the really important question, therefore, is whether the gospel has come to us as good news! Is that our real understanding of the thing itself, and not merely the word in which it is described?”           M. Lloyd-Jones
A compact, very concentrated, yet clear picture of the Gospel with 3 specific descriptions—
The Gospel of God

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God . . .”                (v. 1)
*There’s ONE gospel but many descriptions of that one gospel~

*These various modifiers bring out an aspect of the one gospel 
        being stressed in that particular context.
*Paul calls the gospel, “the Gospel of God”, in order to 
      emphasize one specific truth of the Gospel— namely,
      that the Gospel begins and ends with God Himself!

*we preach the ‘Gospel of God’ – what God has done to save
       the fallen crown of His created order— man!
 *the gospel has everything to do with God’s saving act in 
       history in the person and work of Jesus Christ! 

The Gospel Promised
“. . . set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand
through his prophets in the holy Scriptures . . .”     Romans 1:1b-2
*Paul is reminding his readers that the gospel was already
     known in the Old Testament (may come as a shock to you!)
*most had misread / misunderstood the meaning of Messiah
    -part of that misunderstanding can be traced to their attempt 

        ‘to read the Scriptures through the lens of their culture!’

      The promise of redemption, which lay hidden in the OT in 
      type and shadow has now been brought out into the open for 
      all to see in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus!
The Gospel Concerning His Son
“. . . set apart for the gospel of God . . . 3 concerning his Son…”          
*this gospel Paul was set apart to preach has a very specific focus

*it is impossible to overstate the significance / importance of 
   what Paul writes in this compact description!

Paul is saying 2 basic things—

   *One, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Lord – is fully human 

       and is of the ancestral line of King David (Messianic line) 

   *Two, the Resurrection proves that He is fully God
    “He was born. The work he had to do - the mission he was on -    

        required that he take on human nature, along with his divine 

        nature. God did not choose a man and make him his son; he   

        chose to make his eternal, one-and-only Son a man.”







John Piper
   *If Jesus is not human— He can’t help us!

   *If Jesus is not God— He can’t help us!

   *Since Jesus is fully God and fully man – He alone can help us!
