M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 4: Jesus Christ Our Lord!
Romans 1:3-5
Sunday, January 28, 2018
“. . . the gospel of God . . . 3concerning his Son who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.”        Romans 1:1-4
How important is Jesus to Christianity?

How important is a correct understanding of who He is?

“The person and work of Christ are the foundation upon which the Christian religion is built. If he is not who he said he was, and if he did not do what he said he had come to do, the foundation is undermined and the whole superstructure will collapse. Take Christ from Christianity and you disembowel it; there is practically nothing left. Christ is the center of Christianity; all else is circumference.”     

                                                John Stott, Basic Christianity
      “For some days he (Paul) was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And 
        immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 
        ‘He is the Son of God.’ 21 And all who heard him were amazed 
        and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of 
        those who called upon this name?’”     Acts 9:19-21
       (the implication— Paul hated THAT name!
       (he was willing to do whatever it took to destroy that name!

       (why? Because that ‘name’ meant everything…it still does!

If one were to be possessed of the notion—

    *to destroy the credibility of the Gospel…

    *to discredit the essence of Christianity. . . 

    *to discourage the proclamation of salvation…
One would do it by attacking these two descriptive phrases!

Paul makes a simple declaration— he is Jesus Christ our Lord
  -and he bases this declaration on 2 statements—

Jesus Christ Our Lord: The Seed of David
“concerning his Son who was descended from David according to the flesh.”



Romans 1:3 
=that Messiah would be a descendant of David is clearly taught 
     in the OT – it is basic OT prophecy – 

=the word ‘was descended’ is the word, ‘become’ 
      *to ‘become’ – can indicate a ‘transition from one state to 

            another’ – like from the womb to the world (and thus, to 

            be born— it is used in this way of Abraham (John 8:58), 
            and of Christ (Gal. 4:4) 

     *‘became’ – can also indicate something that has come into 

           existence that was not in existence previously 

          *Jesus was indeed human… that’s the significance of 

                Paul’s use of the word ‘flesh’ – Jesus was human in the 
                 full sense of the word!
          *But, Jesus was more than human— He was the eternal 
               God!

Jesus Christ Our Lord:  The Son of God 
“and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead . . .”      Romans 1:4

 =Jesus ‘began to be of the seed of David, according to the flesh, 

      but Jesus NEVER began to be the Son of God, because He 

      has always been the Son of God (always been deity!)
(the Resurrection now proves that He is indeed the ‘powerful 

        Son of God— power over death, hell, and the grave!

The Seed of David – The Son of God – Jesus Christ our Lord
 =Jesus – God (Yahweh) saves

 =Christ – anointed one  – Messiah

 =our Lord – can also be used of the deity one worships
     (this was Paul’s meaning in Philippians 2:9-11
 “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
