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“. . . Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.”        


Romans 1:4b-6
“The Apostle here does not say that he is sent to call people simply to accept the gospel, he deliberately puts it as ‘the obedience of faith’ – not obedience of works – obedience of faith… to believe the gospel is not merely an intellectual matter, It includes the intellect, but to obey the gospel – the obedience of faith – is something more than merely giving intellectual assent to the teaching of the gospel. It includes an element of committal, it includes an element of submission.”       
Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Back in the late 1980’s a controversy rocked the evangelical   

    church world – the “Lordship Salvation Controversy” and    

    revolved around the question— What must I do to be saved?
  (the issue involved in this question is the nature of salvation     

         and saving faith:    What is sav​ing faith?    

  (How much must one surrender to the Lord to be saved?
“The gospel Jesus proclaimed was a call to discipleship, a call to follow Him in submissive obedience, not just a plea to make a decision or pray a prayer. Jesus' message liberated people from the bondage of their sin while it confronted and condemned hypocrisy. It was an offer of eternal life and forgiveness for repentant sinners, but at the same time it was a rebuke to outwardly religious people whose lives were devoid of true righteous​ness. It put sinners on notice that they must turn from sin and embrace God's righteous​ness. It was in every sense good news, yet it was anything but easy-believism.”     John MacArthur
Does the gospel imply that – I just need to believe in Jesus …I 
don’t have to live for Jesus? 

Romans 1:5 contains a vital piece of information that helps us to understand the nature of the Gospel . . . that faith and obedience are linked together . . . that genuine saving faith begins a transformative process in the life of a Believer
Paul’s focus subtly shifts FROM—

 --the objective nature of the gospel – that is, what God has done 
         in history for sinners in the person of his Son TO—   
  --the application of that gospel to each Christian believer
 ‘the obedience that comes from faith’ (NIV)

 ‘the obedience of faith’ (ESV)
(an obedient faith, (NIV: “Through him we received grace and 
          apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes 
          from faith for his name’s sake.” 
       –the gospel summons us to a faith which is obedient
       --to a faith that “obeys” God’s commandments

(the gospel itself summons us to faith (ESV— through whom we     

        have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
        faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,”
     --what Paul is saying is that we are given the necessary grace 

           so that we obey the summons of the gospel– that is, the 
           command to believe the gospel when it is preached
Obedience is to believe, or trust in God! 
(making ‘a decision of faith’ is an act of obedience 
(true faith by its very nature includes in itself the sincere desire 
     and will to obey God in all things

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”         
Acts 17:30-31
(the Gospel COMMANDS repentance
   --preaching the gospel is not simply offering an invitation 

   --preaching the gospel is issuing a command 

(To believe the gospel when it is preached, is to obey the 
     summons attached to it, the imperative to “repent and believe”
