M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 6: Paul Gets Personal
Romans 1:8-15
Sunday, February 11, 2018
“I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.”        


Romans 1:14-15
Romans 1:8-17 is essentially a 2nd introduction
  =the 1st spans vv. 1-7 and gives us the passion of Paul’s life – 

           the Gospel of Jesus Christ Our Lord!

  =the 2nd covers vv. 8-17 and gives us a personal glimpse of Paul
  =Paul moves from deep theology to personal connection
  =a reality check: Genuine gospel ministry is relational!
       “Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be 
         found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the 
         patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul 
         also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in 
         all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are 
         some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant 
         and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 
         Scriptures.”                                       2 Peter 3:14-16

But don’t ever think Paul didn’t care about people! Everything he did, he did for the glory of God and for the good of people
             Paul’s theology changed the world because it 
                           touched the human heart.
=in these 8 verses, Paul bares his heart to a group of strangers!

=he gives a very personal statement about his interest in these 
       believers at Rome…but remember—

    *Paul had never been to Rome when he wrote this letter

        -Paul didn’t start this church (we don’t know who did!)

        -he’d never been there . . . never met them
The Grateful Heart of Paul
“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your 
faith is proclaimed in all the world.”                      Romans 1:8
(We need to be an expressive, grateful people . . . a thankful 

      people . . . thankful for grace, for the Gospel, for the mercy of 

      God at work—  

The Praying Heart of Paul
“For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers . . .”                   
Romans 1:9-10a 

         We underestimate / fail to appreciate the place of     

             intercessory prayer in the life of the Church

    *Prayer is such an intimate exercise that if you pray for 
         someone regularly, you will begin to love them, even in 
         spite of yourself

The Servant Heart of Paul  (vv. 10-13)
The heart of Christian ministry – the servant is blessed and 
  strengthened in serving others – You haven’t truly lived for 
  Christ until you have served His Church! 
The Obligated Heart of Paul
“I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.”         Romans 1:14 
=ESV – ‘obligated’    =KJV – ‘debtor’

 *the word speaks of a solemn moral obligation 

 *Paul was indebted to the God who loved Him and gave 

        Himself for him . . . so are we !
            “Obligation to Him who died produces obligation to 
                    those for whom He died.”    -Paul Minear

The Eager Heart of Paul (v. 15)
“So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.” (v. 15)
(I am “ready, willing and able”
