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Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 9: The Gospel and the Power of God (part 2)
Romans 1:14-17
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”        




Romans 1:16

No guilt in life, no fear in death
     This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
     Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
      Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
      Here in the power of Christ I'll stand
                          Stuart Townsend, In Christ Alone
Paul’s Confidence in the Message of the Gospel

Paul’s Content of the Message of the Gospel
Paul’s Conviction about the Message of the Gospel
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes . . .’”
       Romans 1:16
The gospel IS the power of God = this the heart of Romans 1:16 
  and the driving force of both Paul’s Confidence (the reason 

  he is ‘not ashamed’) AND of Paul’s Conviction!
Power (the gospel is the ‘Power of God’) 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God…”
 =words derived from this Greek stem = to be able or capable, 
       to have an inherent ability or intrinsic power (by its 

       very nature there is a power within it)
(the Gospel of God (of His Son) is intrinsically powerful – it is 
      the power of God for salvation      
2 Things This Does NOT Mean— The Gospel Is NOT—

 *about the power of God . . . the gospel IS the power of God
          Paul does not say that the gospel brings power but that 
                       it is power, and God’s power at that. 
  *God telling us what we have to do to help ourselves
        When we preach the gospel, we’re not just speaking so    

        many words – when we preach the gospel, the power of 
        God is at work
     “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to     

       us who are being saved it is the power of God.”   I Corinthians 1:18 
Salvation (the gospel is the Power of God for Salvation) 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation…”                             Romans 1:16
 =the power of God is manifest in the message of the cross 
      because it is in this message, that God makes sinners alive 
      and brings them to faith in Christ 
   (the word Paul uses (and used throughout the NT) is primarily    

        Eschatological (deals with ‘the end’ and facing the Judge)—

   (Paul’s emphasis is the gospel as the power of God to deliver 
         us, to ‘save us’, to rescue is from danger— specifically….

        from God’s wrath which is coming upon the whole world  

The gospel message is the God-appointed means for salvation—

 *Negatively, salvation is God’s rescue FROM something—

    =from guilt     =from the pollution of sin     =from slavery

    =from wrath   =from hostility to God   =from alienated 
    =from being lost   =from this  “corrupt generation”
    =from eternal separation from God
*Positively— salvation is God’s rescue FOR something—
  =for a new relationship, a righteous relationship with God

  =for a holy life – the Spirit begins to work in us that life

        Salvation brings us into an experience of true freedom, not  

             freedom from obedience, but freedom to obedience.

