M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 10: Righteous! (part 1)
Romans 1:17
Sunday, March 18, 2018
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’ ”        





Romans 1:16-17
How we use the word ‘righteous’ today—

 1(The Urban Dictionary: Containing the best possible  

                                               attributable qualities!
 2(Webster – ‘morally right or justifiable’; ‘acting in accord 
              with divine or moral law’ 
 3(‘self-righteous’ (definitely NOT a good thing)— 
      -to be “confident in your own righteousness 
      -a smug moralistic intolerance of the opinions and behavior 
           of others (akin to Legalism)

Reveal – What God Has Revealed in the Gospel
“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed . . .”
=the word Paul uses here is the same word used by John—
    “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his    

      servants the things that must soon take place…”     Revelation 1:1  
     (to uncover exposing to open view what was before hidden   

     (to reveal a thing previously secret or unknown 

=Paul is saying here that something (spec. the ‘righteousness of 
    God’) is “revealed” in the gospel

    -an important implication of the language is that something 
        new is being revealed 
    -in the Gospel – God is revealing (unveiling, making known)

          His righteousness… and it’s not something that people
          know naturally or can figure out for themselves. 
There simply is no Christianity apart from revelation!

   =Christianity is reasonable . . . it is rational . . . but we did not 

         figure it out with our own human reason
   =you didn’t ‘find’ God . . . God revealed Himself to you!
     “The gospel is not something that invites us to join in a great 
       search or a great quest. It is an announcement . . . a revelation.
       It is an unfolding, an unveiling  . . . making plain and clear. 
       That is the meaning of revelation – the exact opposite of what  

       has been popular for at least the last hundred years.”          
Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Righteous – What Is the Righteousness of God?
“For in it (the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed . . .”
(we see righteousness as an ethical virtue (acting ‘right’ – and 

          by ‘right’, we mean according to a certain standard!)

(that is NOT the way the Hebrew mind saw it—

     =for the Hebrew, righteousness was 1st and foremost a legal 
          standing (being ‘right’)

(to be declared “righteous” (the state of ‘being righteous’) 
      means you meet a specific standard (God’s!)
  =it is NOT based on how you act but rather on where you stand 
      -you are declared ‘righteous’ based on whose you are (on 

          your legal standing under God’s provision)
  =the standard of righteousness is God Himself and His standard 

        is met in the Gospel – in the Cross!

   =salvation is given to the one who is righteous— not the one 

        who ‘acts right’ but the one who ‘is right’

       (wait— do you see the problem!

       (there is none righteous . . . not one!
‘The righteousness of God” is ambiguous in this verse— 
  =“the righteousness which God himself exercises”  

  =“righteousness as an attribute of God or a quality in God” 
  =“a righteousness from God” 
  =“the right standing which God gives”
How does God give us that right standing— Faith!
