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“I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.  15So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.  16For I am not ashamed of the gospel . . .”        






Romans 1:14-16
Paul was eager to come to Rome and preach the gospel! He knows full-well that the gospel is a problem— it is…
     *a stumbling block to Jews 

     *foolishness to Greeks (Gentiles – non-Jews – everybody!) 
     *Paul also knows that Christians were despised throughout the
        world 
“When non-believers act like non-believers, even lashing out against followers of Christ, we do not get angry with them or lash out in response. We recognize that they are victims of Satan, we extend to them grace & we seek to declare & display to them the gospel of Jesus.”         Micah Fries 

These two verses (vv. 16-17) give us—

   *a summation of Paul’s letter to these Roman Christians

   *an overview of Paul’s theology

   *a tight encapsulation of the substance of the Gospel

   *a reason for Paul’s eagerness to preach the Gospel in Rome

   *a basis upon which our faith unashamedly stands
Paul’s Life Defining Declaration

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel…”
3 Reasons for Paul’s Bold Declaration . . . Because of—

*the very real temptation to be ashamed of the Gospel
  (this recognition did not begin with Paul… but with Jesus!
       “For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
      sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he 
      comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”    Mark 8:38
     --‘To be ashamed’ – to experience a painful feeling or sense of   

          loss of status  because of some particular event or    

         activity, or person –
     (are you ashamed of the Gospel . . . of Jesus?

     (it’s one thing to put a FB status with a picture of Jesus…it’s 

             quite another to actually live the Gospel //talk to someone

*the need to clarify his delay in coming to them – 
*the desire to clarify his stand on the Gospel itself—
  (the Gospel is offensive!
  (rightly understood the Gospel offends a lost person!
   “But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being 
       persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been removed.”






Galatians 5:11
   “When the cross is abolished, and the rage of tyrants and 

      heretics ceases on the one side, and all things are in peace, 

      this is a sure token that the pure doctrine of God’s Word is 

      taken away.”          Martin Luther

      “The world’s hatred is sometimes a sign that we are being faithful to 
         Scripture, provided the world detests us due to the message we preach, 
         not because we are obnoxious. If we meet no worldly opposition, it may 
         mean we are not being true to the offense of the cross.”     R.C. Sproul

There is the temptation to do several things in light of this—

 *the temptation to change the message to remove the offense 
       If you do not see the offense of the Cross . . . the scandal of 
          the Gospel— then you’ve never really seen the Gospel!

  *the temptation to substitute rags of our self-righteousness
Why is Paul so eager to preach such an offensive message? 
   (because he knows what that message is and what it is  

        capable of doing! The gospel is the only means by which 
        God saves sinners who cannot save themselves 
