M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 12: What Is Wrong With Us!
Romans 1:18
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“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”        



Romans 1:18
When we use the word ‘gospel’ – understand 2 specifics:
  =First, we should understand the root of the word
        -the root of ‘gospel’ (the Greek root) = ‘good news’

  =Second, we should understand the relativity of the word
        -there can be no good news without bad news! 
       -what makes ‘good news’…’good news’?

       Unless we realize the gravity of human sin and the helplessness 
        of the human condition, we will never understand God’s grace 
        to us in Jesus Christ – we will never understand why the gospel 
         is such ‘good news’!

Beginning in Rom 1:18 and continuing through Rom 3:20 – Paul describes the condition of the human race after our fall into sin.
  =his discourse is rooted in both:    

      -Hebrew Scripture (that is, the revelation of God)

      -Human experience (that is, what history validates)

His starting point is WHY we need the gospel – 
He answers the question – WHAT is really wrong with us?
Paul expounds the gravity of the human condition!
 “If you understand this section you will never be in difficulties as to why t was absolutely vital that the Son of God should leave heaven and be born as a babe, be born under the law, be born of a woman and live life as He lived it, should go to the cross and die and be buried and rise again, you will never have any trouble in understanding why. But if you are not clear about this section, well then, you will always be in trouble about the gospel itself— as many people are . . .”         Martyn Lloyd-Jones
3 parts to Paul’s exposition of the human condition—

  *Paul exposes the condition of the Gentile heart (1:18-32) 
  *Paul explores the Jews in light of the Law (2:1-3:8) 
  *Paul explodes the myth of the ‘basically good person’ (the real 

      human condition – Jew or Gentile) (3:9-20
(Paul leaves no one standing!

(this section is painful and brutal . . . it has to be— until we see 

         how bad the bad news is, we will never know how good the 

         good news really is!

Paul’s Transition 
“For in it (that is, in the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’ 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”                                                     Romans 1:17-18 
 =the gospel of God (vv. 1, 9, 16)

 =the righteousness of God (v. 17) 
  =the wrath of God (v. 18) – tied to ‘unrighteousness of man’

(the words of (v. 18) do 2 things—

     -they begin a new section – (‘What’s wrong with us!’)  

     -they also function as a transitional statement—

      -they explain this final clause of (v. 17)—

                 “the righteous will live by faith” 
((vv. 17-18) show direct parallel with huge implication—

*‘is being revealed’ – is present tense – it’s happening NOW

*“is being revealed” – also connects God’s wrath (v. 18) with 
       God’s righteousness in the gospel (v. 17) 
    =His wrath comes from the same source as His righteousness–
          the preaching of the gospel. 
The Sobering Reality (v. 18)
--the real problem here is that Paul is talking about all of us, the 
    whole human race
