M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 13: The Wrath of God
Romans 1:18
Sunday, April 15, 2018
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”        



Romans 1:18
“What replaces the gospel will never promote a mission-hearted faith anchored in enduring truth working itself out in unashamed discipleship eager to stand the tests of kingdom-calling and sacrifice.”                 The Gospel Coalition, Preamble 
*We must understand from the start — there’s a reason we call the gospel, ‘gospel’ (‘good news’)— there is ‘bad news’
   =the ‘bad’ news is SIN – the reality of the human condition!
   -Paul starts with WHY we need the gospel 
   -he answers the question – WHAT’s so wrong with us that 
         makes the gospel a necessity 
I want to begin with a troubling, misunderstood component of Paul’s doctrine of sin— The Wrath of God
An Unexpected Assertion

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven . . .”     (v. 18a)
Notice the parallel between v. 17–
      “in the gospel, a righteousness from God is being revealed”–
 —and what follows in verse 18: 
     “the wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the    

         godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their   

         wickedness.” – or we could say, ‘against our unrighteousness’
 “Paul is about to expound a wonderful salvation. But first he 
  establishes the need for it by showing that all people are  

  sinful.   Many of his contemporaries did not agree, with the 
  result that his message seemed foolishness to them.  Many of
  our  contemporaries do not agree with him either, with the 
  result that his words are incomprehensible to them, too.  It has   
  always seemed to most people that they are, on the whole, 
  pretty decent people.  They may not be perfect but they have  
  done no great wrong.  Since they are conscious of no   
  really  disastrous sin, they feel that they must be right   

  with God.  But for Paul the significant thing is not that 
  people have met their own standard but that they have not 
  met God’s.  They have come short of his demand. They are in 

  the greatest of danger because they are subject to his 
  wrath.”                                   Leon Morris
A needed reality check— perhaps the most egregious mistake we make in contemporary church culture and most certainly in our country as a whole— is a misunderstanding of God!

   “I believe the two scariest lies on the earth right now that are 
     so prevalent are that you are a good person and that because    

     God is a loving God, He will not punish…”    Francis Chan Lie #1 – You are a good person

Lie #2 – God is so loving that He will not punish you

3 common reactions to the idea of ‘the wrath of God’:
*for the non-believer (non-Christian) – the idea is unthinkable
*for the liberal/modernist ‘believer’ – the idea is unacceptable
*for the inconsistent Evangelical – the idea is impractical
An Unreserved Assessment
“. . . against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”        
(v. 18b)

=the target of His wrath – ‘ALL ungodliness/unrighteousness of men’

=the character of His wrath
   (God’s wrath is a reflection of His holiness and His justice

Here’s our problem with this—

 -our anger is affected by our sinful nature . . .God’s anger is 
       motivated by righteousness 
 -almost all of our anger is a capricious, self-indulgent, irritable 

       anger— it’s all about me! Not so with God’s anger!
