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“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.”



Luke 1:1-4

*Gospel – a genre of writing . . .as in the Gospels – the 4 books 
     that begin the NT and give us the context for appreciating the 
     message of the gospel!

*‘gospel’ (in general) is something announced or proclaimed
    =in this case, the message proclaimed is the central truth of 
       salvation by God through His grace and through our response 
       of faith in Christ Jesus— the ‘good news’ message of 

       redemption through the propitiatory offering of Jesus Christ 

       for our sins

When we read the Gospels we should clearly see the gospel!
Luke’s agenda— to have assurance of their belief
“that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.”




Luke 1:4
Who is Luke?

(Luke, apart from Paul, was the most influential force (humanly 

   speaking) in writing the NT  -- Luke and Acts together comprise 
   52 chapters (makes him the author of roughly 1/3 of the NT)
        -the gospel of Luke is the longest book in the NT

        -Luke-Acts spans more than 60 years— from the birth of 

           John the Baptist (Luke 1) to Paul in Rome (Acts 28) 

  =Luke is humble – he never once refers to himself
  =Luke is an excellent analytical historian, an insightful   

      theologian, and a masterful storyteller and superb writer 

  =Luke is a very educated man 

How do we now Luke is the author if he does not identify himself as such?

  =church tradition and the text of Scripture
Luke is mentioned by name 3x in the NT—   

Colossians 4:14  "Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings”
Philemon 23 he’s called Paul’s ‘fellow worker’

 

*2 Timothy 4:11 – ‘Only Luke is with me’ 
Luke’s Preliminary assertions— 

The Gospel Begins with What God Has Done for Us
“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us.”           Luke 1:1
--that is, Luke is intending to write about the ‘the things that have 

    done among us’ (not what they, the Disciples have done 

    but rather what has been done through them – 

--he’s writing about things prophesied about in the OT that come 
     to pass in their midst 
      God is not the best means for me to reach my desired ends; 
      He is the chief end of man and we live for His glory!

Saving Faith Is Founded on Truth
“it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.”





Luke 1:3-4
=Luke is writing to an individual – a man named, Theophilus –

 that he will understand—

       *the truth on which Christianity is founded

       *the basis of the gospel message in the light and ministry, the 
             person and work of Jesus Christ
