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“But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John . . . 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.’”





Luke 1:13, 16-17
Rather than begin with Jesus and the details of His birth Luke instead begins with the story of another child!
The Context of a Conception

 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
        for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people
         in the forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God,
         whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
         to guide our feet into the way of peace.”     Luke 1:76-79
  -the ‘SUN will rise” is none other than the SON who will rise
  -it is a reference to the promised Messiah –  ‘the sunrise shall 

     visit us from on High,’ is about the birth of Christ 
(what Zechariah is saying about his son, John the Baptist = he    

       will be the ‘forerunner of Messiah’ 
(and Zechariah is saying that the times are ‘dark’ . . . but the sun 
       is about to rise!
    -in her history, Israel alternates consistently  between blessing 
      and cursing…between faithfulness and apostasy  
    --would it ever end?

    --was there any hope of breaking this long cycle?

    --would the darkness ever lift off of God’s chosen people?

  =the sun was about to rise . . . where did Zechariah get this?
        “But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall 
             rise with healing in its wings…”      Malachi 4:2

   =Malachi is building off something David said—

“The God of Israel has spoken; the Rock of Israel has said to me:
   When one rules justly over men, ruling in the fear of God,
   4 he dawns on them like the morning light,
    like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning,
    like rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth.’”  2 Samuel 23:3-4
     --this 1st child in Luke’s story would be the one to herald the 

          rising of the sun of righteousness!
     --the 2nd child that Luke will interweave with this 1st child will 

          be that rising sun!
The Foretelling of the Forerunner  (Luke 1:17)
(Zechariah is told by Gabriel that his wife will give birth to
       this prophesied ‘forerunner’
The Potentate in the Day of  John’s Conception      
“In the days of Herod, king of Judea…”
The Parents of John (vv. 5-7)
   =we’re told that both are faithful, committed to God, righteous

   =AND— we’re told something else . . . she is unable to have 

        children…and…they are both ‘advanced in years’
    (highlights something we often miss— the conception and 

           birth of John the Baptist was miraculous!
The Promise of John (vv. 8-17) 

   (Luke is telling us that by virtue of the Lord's sending an angel 

         to encounter Zechariah that something is getting ready to 

         happen here of messianic proportion.
The Doubt of the Dad to Be   (vv. 18-25)
(Faithless people don't change the plans of God, they simply 
      forfeit the blessing of participating in His plan!
