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“And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God,
17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.’”





                             Luke 1:16-17
Luke is writing so we know (are assured) that what we believe about Jesus is true!
    -we live in a time when absolute truth is suspect, even denied

    -a time where so many believe that truth is fluid . . . that is, it 
        changes shape depending on the feelings of the individual
“After the rise of modern science, many people decided that the only reliable knowledge is empirical facts. Things like morality and theology were reduced to private, subjective preferences—personal values  We can visualize the fact/value split using the image of two stories in a building: In the lower story are objective facts; in the upper story are subjective values. The fact/value split is one of the greatest barriers to presenting Christian truth today... (it) affects issues like abortion, assisted suicide, homosexuality, transgenderism…
     Using our two-story metaphor, to be biologically human is a scientific fact (lower story). But to be a person is an ethical concept, defined by what we value (upper story). The change from a piece of matter to a person with inviolable rights is a momentous change. Yet there is no trans-formative point that science can detect objectively. As a result, in secular ethics, the definition of personhood is private, subjective, and arbitrary—like other personal values.”   Nancy Pearcey
But what does it have to do with Luke – Luke is giving us the 

     lower story – the objective, researched, verifiable facts about 

     Jesus . . . so that we can be assured of Truth—

  *the person/work of Jesus is not subjective (upper-story value 

       and opinion) . . . it is objective (verifiable fact)— 
The Foretelling of the Forerunner (vv. 5-17)

The Potentate in the Day of  John’s Conception      
“In the days of Herod, king of Judea…”
=Luke is not giving us insignificant (in passing) information—

=Luke is anchoring the coming of both John and Jesus in history, 

          specifically in ‘prophetic history’
       “Herod the Great, as he is usually called, was much like Henry 

          VIII, Catherine the Great, or Peter the Great: talented, vigorous,  

          lusty, skillful, charismatic, attractive, decisive, influential— but
          a disaster in his personal life. Like them, Herod changed this 
          nation’s history.”                     Peter Richardson, Herod
“He was a brutal, ruthless, vindictive, and dangerously high-strung tyrant. He was ceaselessly convinced conspiracies were being mounted to destroy him and transformed his kingdom into a police state to uncover and crush them. He banned people from meeting in groups, dispatched spies among them, and required loyalty oaths from them. He had large numbers of his subjects  killed for real or imagined disloyalty or dissent, or because he feared they might somehow pose a threat to him. Among his victims were three of his own sons, the wife he loved most, and a high priest of the holy temple in Jerusalem.”               Norman Gelb, Herod the Great
THIS is the ‘king of the Jews’ when John and Jesus were born!
The Parents of John (vv. 5-7)
  -Zechariah – a Levitical priest; division of Abijah 
  -Elizabeth – a daughter of Aaron (also a Levite) – in fact, she 

        was named after Aaron’s wife— Elisheba (Ex 6:23)

  -they are both ‘advanced in years’ — the conception and 

           birth of John the Baptist was miraculous!

The Promise of John (vv. 8-17) 

 ("He will be great in the sight of the Lord’  . . . a ‘mega star’ 
          as far as God was concerned

            “I say to you, among those born of women there is no one greater 
              than John.”      Luke 7:28

  (Gabriel highlights 3 specific demonstrations of it—
    *his personal character (v. 15)
    *his privileged calling (v. 17) 
     *his unique contribution – impact of his ministry (v. 16)
