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“And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.’”
           Luke 1:30-31
For a second time, Luke tells of the appearance of the angel, Gabriel for the purpose of announcing a conception—
       *the 1st announcement to an old man

       *the 2nd announcement to a young girl

(in both instances, we have the foretelling of a miraculous 
      conception—
      *in the 1st instance – we have a ‘post-menopausal’ miracle
      *in the 2nd instance – we have a ‘no man at all’ miracle
(the miraculous nature of both conceptions, of course, serve 

        one ultimate purpose— the glory of God – which IS the 

        essence of the redemptive story!

 

Keeping this in the  Lukan context—

   =what we read in Luke 1:26ff is part of Luke’s strategy of     

        writing – ‘an orderly account . . . that we may be certain 
        concerning the things we’ve been taught.
  =think about that for a second . . .  does Christmas make you 

         certain about the truth of Jesus!!!
An Angelic Encore

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,”                    Luke 1:26
 =Gabriel was “sent from God’
    --Luke makes sure that we see the origin of this encounter

    --the origin, the source of the message is God 
      (this is a God-thing . . . this is a close encounter of the holy 

             Kind! . . . the only ET is going to be JC! 
“…Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth”                    
 =the area of Galilee was north of Jerusalem – tended to be more 
        Gentile in its orientation than Jewish … which is why it's 
        called Galilee of the Gentiles 
 =Nazareth was more like a town…a very insignificant one  

“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ 46 Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, ‘Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!’”                     John 1:43-47

A Shocking Interruption 

“to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary.28 And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!’ 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.”      




Luke 1:27-29 

“Hello, favored one, the Lord is with you.”
 (that would be a shocking interruption!
      =Catholic statement, ‘Hail, Mary, full of grace’ comes from 
           the Latin Vulgate (Latin translation)  -- is unfortunate—
     =translation from Latin to English rather than from Greek to 

           English has resulted in a grave misunderstanding of the 
           meaning –erroneous notion that Mary, being filled with 
            grace, has grace to dispense to others . . . that Mary is the 
            source of grace—making her a Co-redeemer 

     (That's not what Gabriel said! 
     (Mary was the recipient of grace…she was not made the 
            source of grace!  
An Even More Shocking Announcement (vv. 30-38)
(A pregnant virgin? Utterly unimaginable, absolutely impossible
   *had never happened
   *but it had been prophesied— Isaiah 7:14
