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“In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.”
           


Luke 1:39-40
Irenaeus writes about Luke and his connection to Paul— gives us an insight into the man, Luke—

“As Luke was present at all these occurrences, he carefully noted them down in writing, so that he cannot be convicted of falsehood or boastful-ness, because all these [particulars] proved both that he was senior to all those who now teach otherwise, and that he was not ignorant of the truth. That he was not merely a follower, but also a fellow-laborer of the apostles, but especially of Paul, Paul has himself declared also in the Epistles, saying: ‘Demas hath forsaken me, … and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me.’ From this he shows that he was always attached to and inseparable from him. And again he says, in the Epistle to the Colossians: ‘Luke, the beloved physician, greets you.’ But surely if Luke, who always preached in company with Paul, and is called by him ‘the beloved,’ and with him performed the work of an evangelist, and was entrusted to hand down to us a Gospel, learned nothing different from him (Paul), as has been pointed out from his words, how can these men, who were never attached to Paul, boast that they have learned hidden and unspeakable mysteries?”     Irenaeus, Against Heresies, 3.14.1
Luke recordx for us these 2 accounts of miraculous conception—

=his next step will be to cross the paths of these 2 chosen women

=what we see beginning in Luke 1:39 is what the early church 
     fathers and theologians have called the visitation 
    --the visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, but even more—

    --the visitation of the Savior to Elizabeth and to her son, John!
The Fellowship of the Cousins
“In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth . . . And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.”                            Luke 1:39-40, 56 

  -these are 2 women who have deep communion in God's 
         providence, and deep communion in the gospel 
   -these are two Believers deeply committed to the word of 
          God . . . who believed the promise of God 
   -grace spans and unites these two generations
The Humility of Elizabeth    (Luke 1:41-43 )
      “for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or    

        strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
        mother's womb.”                 Luke 1:15
     --Why would God's Holy Spirit fill an unborn child?

     --that is not the norm!

God literally gave physical confirmation to Mary through the movement of the Elizabeth’s child  interpreted by Elizabeth.

--Elizabeth’s words are reminiscent of the words her son would 
   say of Jesus later — He must increase…I must decrease!
The Promise of God Fulfilled
“For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.”                  Luke 1:44
=John’s response in utero – is a both a reaction and a verification
   --it is a reaction to WHO this is

   --it is a verification of WHAT it means

       -the Holy Spirit has opened Elizabeth’s eyes to know why 
            John leaped . . . what has just happened!

       -John's one job in life will be to point to the Messiah – and he 
            knows it even before he is born!

      “Not yet born, John already prophesies.” –Maximus of Turin
The Faith of Mary Confirmed
“And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”         Luke 1:45
