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“Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.58 And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her . . . 66 and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, ‘What then will this child be?’ For the hand of the Lord was with him.” 


Luke 1:57-58, 66
It’s been a LOOONG 9 months for Zechariah! I believe those 9 months of silence became a time of—

       *soul searching for Zechariah…
       *repentance

       *reflection – to consider the meaning of the word of the Lord 
                             whether he really believed the word of God
And it is Luke’s intent to compel his reader (us): 
  *to really think about who this child is . . . 
   *who he will be— we see this in Luke 1:66 with the comment       

            ‘What then will this child be?’ For the hand of the Lord 
                was with him.” 

   =the evidence—

        *the circumstances surrounding his birth – 

        *the situation with Zechariah – why has he been unable to 

              speak for 9 months!

        *and then, there’s the name, ‘John’ . . . ‘His name is John!’
“As much as the story appears to be about Zachariah and the miracle that loosed his tongue, as much as the story might appear to be about Elizabeth, giving birth in her old age, as much as the story might appear to be a story about the child John, the great significance of his life and ministry, the story is really a story about God.  God is the main player in this drama.  God is the main actor.  It is the hand of the Lord that Luke wants us to see here.  And this is not just true of this story. It's true of everything in Scripture.”                        John MacArthur  
3 Takeaways from, the birth of John—

The Joy of a Birth – Recognizing God’s Provision  Luke 1:57-58 
NOTE: Luke’s specific wording here— 
  ‘. . . (they) heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her’
     The root of their joy was in recognizing that this was a 
                     God thing – God had provided!

   --Mercy . . . God’s favor, His kindness, His goodness 
   --Mercy is God’s loving action to undeserving people 
   --the mercy of God is a joy inducing thing!
(we always need to see God in our midst . . .we need to see His 
      hand in whatever has been provided us 
(we need to be a joyous people as we share life together as 
       believers in Christ— 
         *whether it’s at the birth of a child or 
         *in any circumstance of life . . . know that God provides! 
(Their joy was rooted in a recognition of God’s providence, and 
       His goodness and His kindness and His mercy!
The Faith of a Father – Believing God’s Promises   Luke 1:59-64
  -Zechariah may not have believed when he 1st heard – but 

        he shows that he believes NOW!
   -God has been at work on the old man for 9 months!

  =John is a very common English name – Semitic origin    

       -Hebrew Yohanan  ‘Graced by Yah’, or
                      Yehohanan ‘Yahweh is Gracious’ 
The Witness to Messiah – Trusting God’s Providence (vv. 65-66)
(Zechariah’s faith becomes revelatory!
   ‘All these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea’ 
  =all of these things become a witness pointing to another child…   

      Mary’s child . . .and an exhortation to trust the providence of      

      God
(an interesting observation – this is the first time we see a crowd 
      in awe – but it will not be the last!
