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“And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 68 ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel...’” 
    Luke 1:67-68
       “We have a singing faith . . .the Psalmist declared, ‘With  

         singing lips my mouth will praise you!’”     Billy Graham
Examples of a ‘singing faith’ in Luke:

  *Mary’s Magnificat (1:46-55)
  *Angelic Gloria (2:14) 
  *Zechariah’s Benedictus (1:68-79)
         -Benedictus, from the Latin word, ‘blessed’
Benedictus – Zechariah Blesses His Heavenly Father  (vv. 67-68)
=the words that flow from Zechariah are words of 
     thanksgiving…of praise…of belief –  he ‘blesses God!’
=notice what Zechariah blesses (thanks) God for—

   --Zechariah understands the significance of this birth

   --he knows the birth of his son is about redemption/salvation

Blessed For His Salvation FROM
71 that we should be saved from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us;
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers
    and to remember his holy covenant,”              Luke 1:71-72
=salvation from our enemies…from those who hate us

   -a salvation promised in the Scriptures 
   -a salvation proclaimed by generations of prophets

=salvation from wrath – a salvation powered by Divine mercy
                “to show the mercy promised to our fathers
                     and to remember his holy covenant,”    Luke 1:72    
(the single greatest theological problem for the OT prophets— 
      *Lord, has Your promise to David failed? 
      *Will You ever restore Your people? 

      *How can this promise that David would reign forever stand 

          if there's no king in Israel now – we’re ruled by these alien, 
          pagan Romans who occupy our land!
(Zechariah now sings the solution!
Blessed For His Salvation FOR  (vv. 73-75)
Zechariah’s song is focused on the redemptive activity of God! 
   =not a song about how we save ourselves

   =not a song about how God helps those who help themselves

   =but a song about God’s sovereign answer to His own word,   

Benedictus – Zechariah Blesses the Hope of His Son (vv. 76-79)
Look at 3 specific phrases:

 =you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you   

       will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways (v. 76)

 =to give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the 
       forgiveness of their sins (v. 77)
 =because of the tender mercy of our God (v. 78)

2 Observations:

1*this is a prophecy given by Zechariah (in the form of worship— 

       of praise— under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit) 
2*those 3 specific phrases—prayed by Zechariah— are fulfilled in 

      the life of John the Baptist in the Gospel accounts
 =phrase 1:  to prepare His ways— Matthew 3:1-3 
 =phrase 2: to give to His people the knowledge of salvation by 

        the forgiveness of their sins— Matthew 3:2
=phrase 3: because of the tender mercy of our God— John 1:29
 “We should notice what clear views of doctrine Zacharias enjoyed. He ends his hymn of praise by addressing his infant son, John the Baptist. He tells him that he shall go before the face of Messiah and give the knowledge of salvation that He is about to bring in: a salvation which is all of grace and mercy; a salvation of which the leading privileges are the forgiveness of sins, light, and peace.”                 J.C. Ryle
