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“And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” 
    




Luke 2:6-7
“We have, in these verses, the story of a birth— the birth of the incarnate Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. Every birth of a living child is a marvelous event. It brings into being a soul that will never die. But never since the world began was a birth so marvelous as the birth of Christ. In itself it was a miracle— ‘God was manifest in the flesh.’ The blessings it brought into the world were unspeakable— it opened to man the door of everlasting life.”


J.C. Ryle

         “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
           born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were   

           under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”     
Galatians 4:4-5 

Timing (or the Sovereignty of God) and the Birth of Jesus (v. 1-3)
  “When the stars line up, 

          And you catch a good break
    People think you're lucky, 

         But you know it’s grace.”      Garret Hedlund
(Solomon defines ‘timing’ as providential determination
(The timing of Jesus’ birth was the result of providential 
      determination— the fullness of time had come!

Here’s the Reality— the timing was perfect . . . for the past 500   

    years God had been preparing the global stage for the birth of 
    this baby—
(and the most fascinating part of it all –

   =the God of Israel (the one true God) will display His 

         sovereignty and the beauty of His Providence—HOW—

   =by using the Roman emperor (the ‘August One’ – Caesar   

         Augustus…the most powerful person in the world) and his 
         regional representative, Quirinius (governor of Syria) to do 
         His bidding
Today, nothing has changed . . . God is still God… He is still Sovereign . . .and we would do well to learn something here in America— God reigns, and the most powerful man on earth is still a mere pawn in His hands!
  --‘in those days’ ties us back to Luke 1:5 – ‘in the days of Herod’
  --a loaded statement— highlights the historical context . . . 

  --it is further shaped with the reference to Caesar Augustus—
  --it is Caesar Augustus who has crafted the Roman context in 

         which these 2 babies are born— the Pax Romana
Bethlehem and the Birth of Jesus  (vv. 4-5)
=the Jews all knew that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, 
     --that's what the Hebrew Scriptures said (Micah 5:2)
=Caesar’s edict – a census (a registration) was to be taken of all   

      the ‘inhabited earth.’ (all the Roman Empire) 
  =census, apographē— was done for two reasons—

    *to draw people into the military service (Jews were exempted)     

    *for the purpose of taxation 

Humility and the Birth of Jesus  (vv. 6-7)
=there is a simplicity …a beauty in the manner in which Jesus is 

    born into this world—
    -there is a window into the heart and character of God

    -there is something of His grace and His condescension to us in 
        the birth of our Savior
           In this passage we see God humbling himself in the   

                       humbling of His Son for our sakes. 
   =a glorious picture of what God does for us in the gospel

   =whatever it takes, He does 
