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“And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.’” 
Luke 2:10-11
“One of the most iconic scenes in all of Christmas programming, Linus’ recitation of the Gospel of Luke, was also up for sacrifice. The voice of Charles Schulz, however, stayed the hand of any would-be editors, saving one of the few vocal religious references audiences would find in their television sets that season— or that decade, for that matter!”         
                                 Stephen Lind, A Charlie Brown Religion
“On the matter of breaking ground, I’m led back to ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas.’  No children’s special had ever presented such a relevant, adult message, without preaching or condescending, and none since . . . In today’s world, watching that scene from ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’ is probably the most religious experience many people have during the holidays. The simply honesty of that boy reading from his Bible is one of the most affecting, powerful images that’s been on television. And it came from one of the truly great humorists of the century.”  
Robert Smigel
“We read, in these verses, how the birth of the Lord Jesus was first announced to the children of men. The birth of a king’s son is generally made an occasion of public reveling and rejoicing. The announcement of the birth of the Prince of Peace was made privately, at midnight, and without anything of worldly pomp and ostentation.”        J.C. Ryle

Scene 1: Shepherds and the Grace of God to Sinners (v. 8)
“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.”      Luke 2:8 

(A Reality Check—

  -shepherds weren’t held in very high esteem in their culture  

  -shepherds had a reputation for being men of questionable  

        character

  -it may not be ‘fair’ – but the reality is that shepherds (as a class 

        of people) were generally despised

  -to complicate the matter even further— shepherds were not very 
      involved in the religious services of their day . . .

     =the nature of their profession brought them into constant 

         contact with unclean animals and with dead animals (that 

         made them ceremonially unclean and unable to participate in

         the services of the temple

The first announcement of the birth of Christ to shepherds was nothing less than a picture of grace to sinners!
   “But when he heard it, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a 
     physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I 
     desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but 
     sinners.’”     Matthew 9:9-13

   (if we think for one minute that God owes us— that we are 

         entitled to His mercy, His grace – we’ll never be grateful 
         for it . . . and worse— we’ll never be ready to receive it! 
     =until you realize that you’re a sinner, you’re not ready to 
          respond to the grace of God held out in the gospel…

Go back to the context of Matthew 9:13— (read vv. 9-11)

  =the reality that I’m a sinner standing in need of grace should  
      have a radical impact on everything in my life! 
Scene 1: Shepherds and the Grace of God to Sinners (v. 8)
Scene 2: Angels and the Gospel of God (vv. 9-14)
