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“And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.” 

Luke 2:18-19
The nature of Scripture demands that we think – and think deeply! 
     “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
           nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
        2but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
          and on his law he meditates day and night.”         Psalm 1:1-2
“This book is a plea to embrace serious thinking as a means to loving God and people . . . it is a plea to see thinking as a necessary, God-ordained means of knowing God. Thinking is one of the important ways that we put the fuel of knowledge on the fires of worship and service to the world.”                              John Piper, Think! 

Scene 1: Shepherds and the Grace of God to Sinners (v. 8)
Scene 2: Angels and the Gospel of God (vv. 9-14)
Scene 3: Mary and the Need to Think Deeply and Praise 
 (vv. 15-18) serve as a transition into this last scene . . . moves us 

      from shepherds to this young teen who has given birth

What are these shepherds to do in light of what has happened…in light of what they’ve heard? What are they thinking?
 --depends:  what do you do when you hear the Word of God?
     -option 1: obey what you hear

     -option 2: don’t obey what you hear (active or passive)
  “When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
    to one another, ‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has   

    happened, which the Lord has made known to us.’”       Luke 2:15   

“ this thing” –  the Greek term behind this word ‘think’ is the 

      word rhēma (‘a word’ or ‘a reality’) . . .

                ‘Let’s go see this reality. . . this word from God’  
 =they recognize they’ve heard from God . . . and they believe it!

(faith in the word of God will cause you to pursue Christ  
(God will make sure you find what you’re looking for!

(when you find Jesus you will tell others about it!

       “And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 
           them concerning this child.”          Luke 2:17 
 “And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.” (v. 18)
  =‘wonder’ – to marvel, to be amazed

     -Luke uses this word a lot!

     -the things Jesus did amazed people – for one simple reason… 

         He was/is an amazing individual!
 
Mary’s reaction to all of this will go beyond ‘wonder’—  
“But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.”
(these are expressions of deep thought . . . 
        “Mary did you know…when you kissed your little baby, 
             you kissed the face of God!”       Mark Lowry
     -the language strongly suggests deep thought…and it would 

          continue for years— it would shape her life!
  

Our experience as a Christian should include an insatiable desire 

      to know more about God . . .  to know more about Jesus . . . 

 We should have a thirst . . . a hunger for more— to plumb the 
     depths of all there is to know and to ponder of these ‘things’
      “that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may 
        share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any 
        means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.”





Philippians 3:10-11
 
“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.”     Luke 2:20
 --our story truly is overwhelming!

   =the more you know that, the deeper you think about those 
        salvation truths, the more you praise Him!’
