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“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools.”        




Romans 1:21-22
“I am now an atheist. One major reason why I became an atheist is because I could not answer the questions I was encountering... if the evidence for the historical claims about Christianity is so strong, then the real problem is this: why aren’t there more people who investigate Christianity from a skeptical bias who subsequently embrace it? ”         
                                    John Loftus, Why I Reject Christianity
     “And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one 
      another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.
      12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will 
      grow cold.”                    Matthew 24:10-12 

Fallen men like to play the fool’s game – exalting faulty human reason over God’s revelation!
   *atheism has nothing to do with a man’s ignorance of God… 
        but rather with his dislike of God!
“The New Testament maintains that unbelief is generated not so much by intellectual causes as by moral and psychological ones. The problem is not that there is insufficient evidence to convince rational beings that here is a God, but the rational beings have a natural hostility to the being of God . . . Man’s desire is not that the omniscient, personal Judeo-Christian God exist, but that He not exist. The New Testament sees not only atheism but human-fabricated religion as being grounded in such antipathy toward the true God.” 
 





R.C. Sproul
Paul’s argument is not that a man’s ignorance is inexcusable 
because God’s revelation is so clear, but that man’s religious 
behavior, or lack of it, is inexcusable because man is not   

ignorant! 
3 Steps to ‘Playing the Fool’s Game’
Step 1: You Refuse to Acknowledge the Obvious
“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him…”                            Romans 1:21a
=God has clearly revealed Himself in the Created Order—

=God has made Himself known to the human conscience

“There is enough evidence of God in a flower to lead a child as well as a scientist to worship Him. There is sufficient evidence in a tree, a pebble, a grain of sand, a fingerprint to make us glorify and thank Him. This is the way to true knowledge. But people will not do this. They reject the revelation, substitute nature itself or parts of nature for God, and thereby find their hearts increasingly darkened.”        J.M. Boice

Step 2: You Recede further into the Darkness
“. . . but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”                          Romans 1:21b 
  (the problem with the human race is not a lack of knowledge   

  (the problem: we ignore the knowledge we already have 
  (when we do . . . our ‘thinking’ is altered!
                    Truth always demands a response.   
When you are indifferent to spiritual truth, when refuse to glorify God, refuse to give thanks to God— you FAIL in the great purpose for which you were created which is to glorify God AND enjoy Him!
Step 3: You Resort to Substitute gods
“Claiming to be wise, they became fools,  23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.”                      Romans 1:22-23

  =they worship creation rather than the Creator

  =they turn the work of their hands into a god

  =they become idolaters 
