M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 17: The Great Exchange (part 2)
Romans 1:26-27
Sunday, May 20, 2018
“For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature;
27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.”        




            Romans 1:26-27
2 incontrovertible ‘truths’ I’ve learned—

    *Life is not a game . . . 
    *when you miss the Truth . . . the consequences are seldom 

          happy ones!

       There is no greater reminder of this than Romans 1
 I told you 2 weeks ago that (vv. 24-32) is one paragraph with a central theme = the perverse nature of idolatry 
3 sentences that flesh out this theme— “the Great Exchange”

The Great Exchange— The Religious Perversion (v. 25b)
We Exchange the Worship of God for the Worship of Self
The Great Exchange—The Sexual Perversion (vv. 26-27)
We Exchange the Gift of God for Dishonorable Passions
“For this reason” – that is, because you willfully deny God…

“God gives you up” – turns you over to your fallen inclinations

   -1st to the worship of self (a god made in your own image)

   -then, to ‘dishonorable passions’
    Idolatry always leads to immorality— according to Paul,          

                    immorality is a judgment on idolatry!

    -to displace God is to replace the standard (redefine ‘normal’)

But, why sex? Why is illicit sex the major step away from God? 
  -sexual conduct is a barometer of the soul

  -next to worship, we’re talking about the deepest, most intimate 

         aspect of our being!

  -idolatry (misappropriated worship) leads to immorality 

            (misapplied sex)

  “Since the (1960’s) sex has become the driving issue of the culture. If    

    Christians do not find the courage to address the biblical teaching 
    on sex, they will wake up one day to find themselves and the gospel   

    completely marginalized . . . says Christian de la Huerta, ‘Sexuality   

    encompasses or imbues all other aspects of being human; it is an  

    integral component of who we are.’” -Peter Jones, The God of Sex: 

                                                 How Spirituality Defines Your Sexuality
 “For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions…”   (v. 26)
=what does he mean by ‘dishonorable passions’?
   -(KJV) ‘vile affections’  -(NIV)  ‘shameful lusts’

(Paul’s point— God gives people over to even greater levels of 
      sexual depravity in the form of same-sex relations
(Christian – you have 2 choices—

       *reckon with the Biblical worldview and stand on it

       *reject the Biblical worldview and capitulate to the culture

When God’s truth is rejected for a lie, human sexuality, especially when viewed through the lens of paganism, can become a cruel master that drives men and women to greater depths of depravity in order to satisfy its lusts. Such is the paradox of sin. 
3 Fundamental TRUTHS—
*Homosexuality is a willful choice, not a biological imperative
*Widespread homosexuality is a specific sign of a godless society
*Homosexuality is a sin, but it is a sin that can be forgiven
      (Paul spells it out very plainly in I Corinthians 6:9-11)
(God does not accept any of us as we are… He accepts us in 
      spite of what we are— And then by His grace, He makes us 
      into what we are not. 
