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Romans 1:28-32
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“And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.”     Romans 1:28
A Reminder— There can be no good news of the gospel without 
      the bad news of sin. Unless we realize the gravity of human 
      sin and the helplessness of the human condition, we will 
      never understand God’s grace to us in Jesus Christ. 
‘God gave them up’ – a 3 fold repetition of divine judicial 

        deliverance into our own desires… 

‘God gave them up’ is a direct result of ‘The Great Exchange’   
       ‘…because they exchanged the truth about God for a (THE) lie.’
(3 sentences flesh out this theme— “the Great Exchange”
   (vv. 24-25) God gave them up to Religious Perversion

   (vv. 26-27) God gave them up to Sexual Perversion

   (vv. 28-32) God gave them up to Mental Perversion
“It is a punishment for their apostasy that God gives men up to the scourge of sin....He withdraws from the wicked the restraints of his providence and grace, and gives them over to the dominion of sin....We see that sin follows sin as avenger.”   Charles Hodge

God Gave Them Up to a Mental Perversion

We Exchange Rationality for a Reprobate Mind 
 =when fallen man is guilty of misplaced worship…a misapplied 
       sexuality happens…BUT, that’s not all!
     -misplaced worship leads to misapplied sexuality… leads to a 

      misguided mentality – a debased mind (we don’t think right!)
 =you begin to walk down a road that leads ultimately to the 

        inability to discern Truth .  . a path that leads to a world that 

        completely leaves God out!
Paul’s Evidence for such a declaration—

  =a list of 21 specific sins that basically show a contemptuous 
        disregard for others 
  =Wickedness … Evil … Greed … Depravity … Envy … 
         Murder … Strife … Deceit … Malice … Gossip … 
         Slander … Hatred of God … Insolence … Arrogance … 
         Boasting … Inventors of evil … Disobedient to parents … 
         Senseless … Faithless … Heartless … Ruthless

   =These are the sins men commit when they turn from God
A major component of the doctrine of the depravity of man is 
  the ‘noetic effect of sin’ – what sin has done to the mind!
   =we do what we do because we think the way we think
1 Critical Question—

Where does society end up when it turns away from God? 
 “Though they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.”                     Romans 1:32

3 things happen when men completely/decisively turn from God:

  *They know what they are doing is wrong 
  *They do wrong anyway 
  *They praise other wrongdoers

3 Critical Conclusions—

*When a nation turns from God, its course is always downward
*When a nation chooses evil instead of good, God punishes that 
       nation by letting evil reign supreme
*When a nation is under the judgment of God, it is also ripe for 
     the preaching of the Gospel
             “The darker the night, the brighter the light.”
(Against the deepening darkness of our time, God has broken 
        through in the person of Jesus Christ—

