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“. . . the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.”                                    

Luke 3:2
The Context of John’s Ministry (vv. 1-2)
 “The earth seemed given into the hands of the wicked. When such were the rulers, what must the people have been? Such was the state of things when Christ's forerunner was commissioned to begin preaching. Such were the times when the first foundation of Christ’s church was brought out and laid. We may truly say, that God’s ways are not our ways. Let us learn never to despair about the cause of God’s truth, however black and unfavorable its prospects may appear. At the very time when things seem hopeless, God may be preparing a mighty deliverance.”   
J.C. Ryle 
The Content of John’s Ministry (vv. 3-6)
What WAS the heart of the message /ministry of John the Baptist?

How did it connect to Jesus and what He came to do?

(Luke answers with a declaration and a quotation!
The Declaration
“And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”                Luke 3:3
  =a message centered on 4 specific words:

        *baptism          *repentance          *forgiveness and sin

The Quotation from Isaiah 40:3-5
   

(John’s ministry centered on calling God’s people to repent! 
‘Our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, when He said ‘Repent, willed that the whole life of believers should be repentance.’       M. Luther, 95 Theses
Why is repentance so important? 
  =because we are NOT right . . . we are fallen . . . sinful . . . 

         separated from God . . . estranged. . . far from home!

One problem—

  =Israel…God’s people …were not ready for redemption in part 

        because they did not recognize their need for redemption!

     “The Jews could never say, that when Messiah came, He came 
       without notice or preparation. He graciously sent a mighty fore-
       runner before His face, by whose ministry the attention of the 
       whole nation was awakened.”                  J.C. Ryle

There’s only one thing that could inoculate us to such a 
    glorious message— not appreciating that we need to be 
    forgiven of sin . . . 
 (the message of the gospel is not simply ‘believe’!

    =repentance is inherent within ‘gospel belief!’

    =Paul’s summation of the message he preached—

       “… I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, 
         and teaching you in public and from house to house,21 testifying both to 
         Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord 
         Jesus Christ.’”


Acts 20:20-21
    =John’s construct/concept of  ‘Believe’

            “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
             believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”     John 3:16
(We need to notice a couple of things— (v. 3) 
  *John proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
        of sins…. but baptism does NOT grant one forgiveness
  *Nor does repentance grant one forgivenesn
  *Only God can forgive!

So— what is repentance?  
Repentance— is a radical turning in the mind that causes a person 
   to see the reality of his own sinfulness—  its ugliness, its 
   dishonor of God, its shame before men, its eternal consequence
   (Repentance is when I come broken with a poverty of spirit, 
          bankrupt, meek, mourning over my sins . . . When I come 
          like that, God provides forgiveness
