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“. . . the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.”                                    

Luke 3:2
The Context of John’s Ministry (vv. 1-2)

 “Let us learn never to despair about the cause of God’s truth, however black and unfavorable its prospects may appear. At the very time when things seem hopeless, God may be preparing a mighty deliverance.”   
J.C. Ryle 
The Content of John’s Ministry (vv. 3-6)
What WAS the heart of the message /ministry of John the Baptist?

How did it connect to Jesus and what He came to do?

(John’s ministry centered on calling God’s people to repent! 
Is repentance necessary for salvation?  ABSOLUTELY!

  *no amount of repentance will ever merit forgiveness

  *but without repentance there is no forgiveness

  *Repentance is the telltale mark of the grace of God at work in a 

      life— saving faith and true repentance are always found 

      together
  *A saved soul is a repentant soul
 “Repent is not a new message and God offers forgiveness for those who repent.”               John MacArthur
The Character of John’s Ministry (vv. 7-14)
“He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’”                                      Luke 3:7-9
  -in order to talk about forgiveness… have to talk about why you 

       need forgiveness . . . and that means talking about ‘sin’
  -not an easy task!

  -as a general rule, people don’t like to be reminded about sin

John’s message was a cold slap of reality!

His was an open, honest, confrontation of sobering reality!

(God’s message to us is the same today—

 “His head was not turned by popularity. He cared not who was offended by his words. The spiritual disease of those before him was desperate, and of long standing, and he knew that desperate diseases need strong remedies. Well would it be for the Church of Christ, if it possessed more plain-speaking ministers, like John the Baptist, in these latter days. A morbid dislike to strong language--an excessive fear of giving offence--a constant flinching from directness and plain speaking, are, unhappily, too much the characteristics of the modern Christian pulpit . . . there is no charity in flattering unconverted people, by abstaining from any mention of their vices, or in applying smooth epithets to damnable sins.”                              J.C. Ryle

The American Church is in desperate need of a modern John!
  “If the evangelical church today would repent of its individual   

     and corporate sins— its materialism, its insularity, it’s     

     lovelessness— a highway would be forged to a lost world, 

     and many would repent and come to Christ.”       Phil Ryken
*wake up (v. 7)
*bear fruit consistent with repentance (v. 8)

    =true repentance is evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit

    =the fruit of repentance would look like the fruit of the Spirit in 

         Galatians 5:22-23— love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

         goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

*be warned (v. 9)

An Application of John’s Message (vv. 10-14)
