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“What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God.”    

Romans 3:9-11
The time has come for the final argument and then the case goes to the jury. In Romans 3:9and following, Paul gives us his closing argument regarding sin . . . 
The Summary Charge

“What then? Are we Jews any better off?  No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin,”      Romans 3:9
No one is better off. We’re all sinners before God!
  =this is the universality of sin

No matter how you divide the human race, all stand guilty and under condemnation before God because we are under sin!

The Key Point of Paul’ summary:  All are ‘under sin’ 
  =a military term – to be under the authority of someone else

  =to be under the control of someone else or something else 
      (the human race is under the domination of sin

      (outside of Christ all are under the control of sin and 
            helpless to escape from it
To be ‘under sin’ means 3 things—

 *to be under the guilt of sin    
 *to be under the penalty of sin
 *to be under the power of sin 
             He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
                       he sets the prisoner free;
             his blood can make the foulest clean;
                       his blood availed for me.        Charles Wesley
     “The case of the Bible is that this is the truth about everybody who has ever 
       been born into this world, since the Fall. We are all born under sin. Now 
       that is simply a Biblical postulate; it is something the Bible says about  

       everybody. Children are not born innocent. They are born under sin, with 
       sin in them; they are born with the guilt of Adam’s guilt upon them; they 
       have the pollution of his nature. We are born sinners, ‘all under sin’ . . . 
       as the result of sin and the Fall that is the condition of every single human   

       individual until he or she is born again and becomes regenerate.”                         
   




Martyn Lloyd-Jones

  Any proposed remedy to the human predicament that does not 
 deal with the sin question is like putting a Band-Aid on cancer!

Our problem . . . we don’t see the real problem!

   =we do no not understand what sin really is!

   =unless we understand what happened when Adam sinned 

           (when man fell)— we’ll never really understand the 

           Gospel

    --the Biblical teaching called ‘original sin’is not merely a 
         reference to the first sin of man... it is a reference to the 
         hereditary fallen nature and moral corruption that passed 
         from Adam to his descendants 
The Chain of Evidence
“as it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one;
      11no one understands; no one seeks for God.”     Romans 3:10-11

=more accurately – “It stands having been written”

=Paul demonstrates 2 things as he strings these verses together—

   *that sin has affected every person; 
   *that sin has affected every part of every person
   (what Paul produces here is a compelling case for what we 

        call the total depravity of fallen man!
How bad is it? Bad enough that it took the execution of Jesus Christ as your substitute to pay your sin debt!

