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“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.
  The venom of asps is under their lips.  14Their mouth is full of curses 
  and bitterness.”    


Romans 3:13-14
   “Open confession is good for the soul. Nothing brings more 
      ease and more life to a man than a frank acknowledgment of 
      the evil which has caused the sorrow and the lethargy. Such a   

      declaration proves that the man knows his own condition, and 
      is no longer blinded by pride. Our confessions are not meant 
      to make God know our sins, but to make us know them.”              

                                         C.H. Spurgeon, Treasury of David
       “For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what 
       he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body.”    

    





James 3:2
There is no greater confirmation or more certain verification of just how sinful we are than our big mouths!

Paul’s Chain of Evidence divides nicely into 3 parts—

(vv. 10-12) – the general summary of our problem
(vv. 13-17) – the specific appearance of our problem
(v. 18) – the real root of our problem 
Paul gives 2 clear evidences of the sinful nature of fallen man— 

     *the way we talk – in our speech – 

     *the way we walk – in our lack of ‘shalom’

Me and My Big Mouth (your ‘words’ give you away) (vv.13-14) 
  -4 different words all related to speech—throats, tongues, lips, 
       mouths— and each one shows how thoroughly sin affects 
       both the things we say AND the way we say them
Our speech is …

  *Corrupt (rotten) —‘their throat is an open grave’
        -Paul uses a perfect participle to make the point that the 
               human throat is like a tomb left permanently open!!
               “Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
                  And those who love it and indulge it will eat its fruit and bear the                     

                   consequences of their words.”       Proverbs 18:21 (Amplified)
  *Deceitful (we lie /misrepresent truth) —‘use their tongues to deceive’
  *Unloving—‘the venom of asps is under their lips’
  *Blasphemous— ‘Mouths full of cursing and bitterness’
     -‘full of’ = as in, ‘an abundant supply’

     -we continually curse and are bitter – often aimed at people, 

          but more often grumbling at our circumstances or our lot in 

          life = which is a slam against the sovereignty of God!

(Why so much emphasis on describing our organs of speech? (Simple— because sin is seen most often (clearly) in our words
Why is our sin nature so readily seen in our speech?

 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. 36 I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, 37 for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”         Matthew 12:33-37
The most accurate barometer of the human heart is human speech (our big mouth)!  You talk what you are!

The evidence in this 2nd link of Paul’s chain of evidence is drawn from Hebrew Scripture (OT) – Psalms 5:9, 140:3, 10:7

 “Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth;
    keep watch over the door of my lips!”    Psalm 141:3
