M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 30:  The Broken Road 
Romans 3:15-18
Sunday, August 26, 2018
“Their feet are swift to shed blood;   16in their paths are ruin and misery,
17and the way of peace they have not known.  18There is no fear of God before their eyes.”    


Romans 3:15-18
“All people are ‘under sin.’ Under the power of sin. Not just sinning occasionally, but enslaved to sin. This is one of the weightiest truths that Christianity must hold up in the modern world . . . This is one of those truths that the church must hold up like a pillar holds up a building . . . God has appointed the church of his Son Jesus to be a mighty advocate for truth in the world. One of the most important truths to hold up in the world is that all human beings, even though created in God's image, are corrupted by the power of sin. We are not morally good by nature. We are morally bad by nature . . .The attitudes and thoughts and actions that deserve the wrath of God come from us by nature . . .We are so disposed to disobedience against God that it is as though ‘disobedience’ is our father. We are chips of the old block of disobedience. We don't just do sins, we are sinful.”                                         John Piper 
The way we “walk”— the reality of The Broken Road—
Utilizing a Biblical Metaphor – Our Walk

-there are 2 component parts to our experience of life—

   *what we are – our Being – our Character

   *what we do –  our Doing – our Conduct

We do not do what we were created to do which is to live for the glory of God!
‘Walk’ and ‘walking’ are the Bible's most frequently used metaphors (300x) – for the related concepts of:        

      =interaction with another (‘can 2 walk together’)
      =making progress toward a destination

      =continuing in a chosen direction of life and lifestyle
  “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
     calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with 
     patience, bearing with one another in love,”                Ephesians 4:1-2
(in Romans 3:15-17 – Paul uses 3 metaphors tied to our ‘walk’
      *Their feet are swift to shed blood;  (v. 15)
      *in their paths are ruin and misery, (v. 16)
          *the way of peace they have not known.”   (v. 17)       
Understanding a Basic Pattern – Our Woe

-Paul cites Isaiah here to demonstrate the conduct (the actions) of    

   a Godless  / Christless man 
  “. . .Their works are works of iniquity, and deeds of violence are in their hands.
   7Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to shed innocent blood; 
       their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; 
       desolation and destruction are in their highways.
  8The way of peace they do not know, and there is no justice in their paths;
       they have made their roads crooked; 
        no one who treads on them knows peace.”

Isaiah 59:6b-8
Step 1: No Peace (v. 17)  ‘and the way of peace they have not known’
=no peace – the Hebrew concept is the word ‘shalom’ – 

=shalom is NOT merely the absence of conflict but rather the 

     presence of ‘wholeness’ or ‘completion’

   (this peace begins when you have peace with God! 

“Such is a just description of man’s ferocity, which fills the world with animosities, quarrels and hatred in the private connections of families and neighborhoods; and with revolution, wars and murders among nations. The most savage animals do not destroy so many of their own species to appease their hunger, as man destroys his fellows to satiate ambition, revenge or cupidity.”


Robert Haldane

The only remedy for no peace is to come to the Cross of Christ!

The only remedy for the broken road is a new road!

Step 2: A Broken Road (v. 16)   ‘in their paths are ruin and misery’
  -when you do not walk the road of peace, you will walk the 
       road of misery, ruin, and destruction

Step 3: A Deadly End (v. 15)   ‘Their feet are swift to shed blood’
  -when there is no peace, and you walk a broken road, death is 

         the end that awaits!
