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“and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form . . .”                                    





Luke 3:22
It’s good to be reminded of THE story (the gospel) . . . and every detail of THE story is important!
The Link between the Spirit of God and the Son of God
“and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’”              
Luke 3:22
Here in Luke 3 – 4 Luke stacks 3 specific pieces together around 
   the theme of Jesus as the ‘Son of God’ – 
   *the Baptism of Jesus – (3:22) “You are my beloved Son”
   *the Genealogy of Jesus – (3:23, 38) “being the son (as was supposed)
                                                          of Joseph . . . the son of Adam, the son of God”)

   *the Temptation of Jesus – (4:3) “The devil said to him, ‘If you are the 
                                                                      Son of God’”
Jesus is baptized, He prays  . . . and God answers!

  -Heaven opens in response— God revealed Himself – He spoke!

  -The Spirit of God descends – a theophany – a visible 

       manifestation (appearance) of God 
SO— I have a question— what’s going on here?

Part of what we see here is for the sake of John the Baptist
     “And John bore witness: ‘I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 
       and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me 
       to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
       and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have 
       seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.’”       John 1:32-34

BUT— Part of it was also for our benefit as well— to teach us   

    about Jesus!
“…the Spirit . . . was the intimate companion of Jesus throughout his ministry . . . the Holy Spirit was Christ’s  ‘inseparable companion . . . all the activity of Christ was unfolded in the presence of the Holy Spirit…’  From womb to tomb to throne, the Spirit was the constant companion of the Son. As a result, when he comes to Christians to indwell them, he comes as the ‘Spirit of Christ’ in such a way that to possess him is to possess Christ himself, just as to lack him is to lack Christ.”                                         Sinclair Ferguson, The Holy Spirit
The aftermath of Jesus baptism is an important piece of a difficult puzzle—

 (the ‘visible descent of the Spirit’ was a symbolic act indicating 
       the Holy Spirit's involvement in the earthly life of Jesus’  –
     
(this was a public event for our benefit – that we (they) would 
    know that Jesus’ ministry (what He would do over the next 3 ½ 
    years) was indeed a ‘God thing’
     *the Holy Spirit is always in perfect communion with the 
         divine nature of Jesus – 
     *AND— the Holy Spirit was operative in the human Jesus…
        “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
               delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice 
               to the nations.”                    Isaiah 42:1

       “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me
           to bring good news to the poor;  he has sent me to bind up the broken-

           hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
           prison to those who are bound;”                Isaiah 61:1
NOW— here comes the really deep theology—

=What we’ve been looking at (the Spirit and Jesus at His baptism)   

     connects to something Paul wrote in Philippians 2:1-11
=Jesus willingly emptied Himself of ‘certain prerogatives of deity’

   -Jesus ‘emptied Himself’ of His rights as God the Son and—

   -willingly chose to do only what the Father willed and only 
         what the Spirit empowered Him to do— 
“The Holy Spirit is the immediate, peculiar, efficient cause of all external, divine operations and hence, He is the immediate operator of all divine acts of the Son Himself, even on His own human nature.  Whatever the Son of God wrought in, by, or upon the human nature, He did it by the Holy Spirit.”     

John Owen,  Of Communion with God
