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“Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli . . . the son of Adam, the son of God.”                                    Luke 3:23, 38
Luke shows us the family tree of the ‘man’ Jesus – in order to teach us that He is indeed  a real flesh and blood human being with a genealogy and a lineage, just like you and me! 
  (But— there is a difference— 
  (Luke is doing is saying that not only is Jesus human – Jesus is 
         Divine. . . He IS the Son of God!
Genealogy and Ancient Israel
=Genealogies were extremely important to the Jews—

  *ancestry determined claim to the Land 
     -the Land is bound to the covenant made with Abraham
     -when Israel went into Canaan, God divided up the land and it 
           was allocated according to tribal parcels (Nu 26:34 35)

  *ancestry determined claims to the right of inheritance  
  *ancestry established the basis of taxation 
  *a claim to the priesthood had to be verified by genealogy  
  *any claim to royalty had to be proven by genealogy

The primary reason for genealogies was for Messiah, and secondarily for the priesthood.  With the death of Jesus on the cross, Messiah had come and the priesthood came to an end as well.  So God through the Romans brought a judgment which caused the destruction of those records.

Genealogy and Affirming Jesus
“Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being
the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli…”      Luke 3:23
=there are 2 genealogies of Jesus – 
=one is found in Matthew 1 and the other here in Luke 3 
  (Luke goes from the present to the past— starts with Jesus and 
         works backward all the way to Adam (and God) . . . 
  (Matthew does the opposite – he starts with Abraham and 
          comes to the Jesus
=since Matthew writes primarily to Jews and deals with the legal 

       Issue (or status) of Messiah – and since the Jews begin with 
       Abraham, the father of the nation of Israel, Matthew goes to 
       Abraham

  =Luke writes to all men – a more universal approach showing 
       Messiah linked with all of humanity . . . so he goes back 
       through David and Abraham all the way to Adam and finally 
       to God

(one other thing to note about these 2 genealogies—

=Luke traces Jesus' Davidic line through Nathan – (Luke 2:31)  
     ‘Son of Nathan, son of David’ –  Nathan was David's 3rd son 
       born to Bathsheba.  You remember Bathsheba?  
=Matthew traces Jesus’ Davidic line through Solomon

=these are 2 different lines—

=Luke's story is about Mary . . .  Matthew's story is about Joseph. 
Why does Luke include this genealogy?
*to mark Jesus out clearly as the Son of God

   -Matthew takes Jesus back to Abraham

   -Luke takes Jesus all the way back to God – this is not just a 
        man, this is the very Son of God…

*to show Jesus as the second Adam 
  -this genealogy is immediately followed with Luke 4:1 

       introducing us to Jesus’ temptation by Satan 
  -the first Adam was tempted by Satan in a garden and failed

  -Luke will show us the 2nd Adam being tempted not in a garden, 
       but in a wilderness — not once, but three times — and He 

       will not fail and does not fail (a reversal of Adam) 
*to show Jesus is the seed of Abraham
*to show that Jesus is the Messiah 
*to show that Jesus is a real man — flesh and blood 
