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“And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil.”                                    

Luke 4:1-2a
It is so important to remember that Luke is building his case to provide assurance for his friend Theophilus that –

       *his faith is not in vain

       *he can take comfort and assurance in that fact that Jesus is 
            who the Gospel presents Him to be— Messiah . . . Savior

     “If Jesus is to save sinners from their sin, if He is to save them 
       from the devil, if He is to save them from death and hell, then 
     He must conquer sin and Satan himself . . . If we are to trust 
     our time in eternity to Christ, if we are to trust Him as our 
     Savior and the forgiver of our sins, if we are to trust Him to 
     overpower sin and overpower death and overpower the devil 
     and overpower hell and set us free and bring us to heaven, 
     then we need to know that He has the ability to conquer Satan 
     in the most intense confrontation.”     J. MacArthur
The Temptation: A Remarkable Picture of a Past Encounter

“. . . the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 1And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil.”    

Luke 3:38 – 4:1-2a
   *Jesus is more than just a ‘son of Adam’ . . .

   *Jesus is the 2nd Adam – truly, fully human – and an absolute 

        necessity for us!

Hebrews 2:14-17

   *It was necessary that Jesus ‘partake of the same flesh and 

        blood’ – that is, He has to identify with us!
   *That means He faced the same things we face— chief among 

        them, temptation
Luke 4:1-13 is a parallel to Genesis 3 – it is a Remarkable Picture of this Past Encounter between the 1st Adam and Satan
(Paul will expound the connection and the theological 
      significance of this fact in Romans 5—

    *the temptation of the first Adam — a temptation he failed 
          plunged us into an estate of sin and misery — and –

    *the temptation of the second Adam — a temptation He passed 
           which opened the doorway of life to all who trust in Him! 
The Temptation: Relying on God to Provide
“for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.’ 4 And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’’”                     Luke 4:2-4
=Jesus has been providentially led to this place – He is exactly 

       where God the Father and God the Spirit have led Him

=and we’re told that He is practicing the spiritual discipline of 

      fasting—  ‘And he ate nothing during those days’
An important truth about God’s providence—

  =you can be in the very center of God's will . . . doing exactly 
         what God would have you to do and— guess what? – it is 

         precisely there that you can encounter your greatest trials, 
         your deepest sorrows, your most difficult testings 
  =this is a temptation for Jesus to question the love, the goodness, 
          the provision of God His Father—

  =this is a temptation for Jesus to not trust in God's provision of 
         what He needs 
(Satan NEVER denies the deity of Jesus…never denies that 

      He’s the Son of God . . . wants to get Jesus through his clever 
      manipulation to act independently of the Father … to distrust 
      God . . . to disobey God!

Jesus doesn’t play that game! (quotes Deuteronomy 8:3)
=the key to life, to a future, to the land is not bread, not military
    power…it is obedience to the word of God
