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“The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.’ 4 And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live 
by bread alone.’’”              

Luke 4:3-4
The Temptation is a parallel to Genesis 3 – it is a remarkable   

picture of this past encounter between the 1st Adam and Satan

  -The first Adam was tested in the God-blessed garden and fell.
  -The second Adam was tested in the God-cursed desert, and won.
The Temptation: Relying on God to Provide
“…for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.’ 4 And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’’”                     Luke 4:2-4
=Jesus has been providentially led to this place – He is exactly 

       where God the Father and God the Spirit have led Him

=He is practicing the spiritual discipline of fasting
   Jesus is demonstrating His absolute dependence of the Father!

An important truth about God’s providence—

  =you can be in the very center of God's will doing exactly 
      what He has called you to do where He has called you to do it 

      AND encounter your greatest trials, your deepest sorrows, 
       your most difficult testing 
Why ‘tempt Jesus’?  Why is this a temptation for Jesus?
   *a big part of this is about identification with us
   *part of this is about instruction for us
This is a temptation for Jesus to not trust God's provision – Satan is tempting Jesus to question the goodness of God and in doing so to ‘go it alone . . . to turn away from the way of God to your own way!
(we face the very same temptation – to question God’s   

      goodness, His love, His provision – to take matters into our 
      own hands and provide what we want!

How do you answer the temptation?

“And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’’”







Luke 4:4

    “And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command
      these stones to become loaves of bread.’ 4 But he answered, ‘It is written, ‘Man 
      shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
      God.’”                             Matthew 4:3-4
   -challenges and difficulties are met by the Word of the God

   -they are met by what God has clearly revealed!

   -the question:  will we hear – will we believe – will we obey?
=Jesus is quoting from Deuteronomy 8
   “The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, 
     that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord
     swore to give to your fathers. 2And you shall remember the whole way that the  
     Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might 
     humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would 
     keep his commandments or not. 3And he humbled you and let you hunger and

     and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know,   

     that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man 
     lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”    Deut 8:1-3 

The key to life, to their future, to the land—is not bread or power or position— it’s obedience!  
“You will be tempted exactly as Jesus was, because Jesus was being tempted exactly as we are. You will be tempted with consumption, security, and status. You will be tempted to provide for yourself, to protect yourself, and to exalt yourself. And at the core of these three is a common impulse— to cast off the Fatherhood of God. . . . Temptation is so strong in our lives precisely because it’s not about us. Temptation is an assault by the demonic powers on the rival empire of Messiah . . . If you bear the Spirit of the One the powers rage against, they will seek to tear down the icon of the Crucified they see embedded in you.”
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