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“And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6and said to him, ‘To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will.  7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.’  8And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.’”              

                                   Luke 4:5-8
 “The greatest miracle ever done in all of history is the joining together of God and man.  And this was not done for show or to prove some point.  It was done because this was the only way that our loving and holy God would be able to save us from our sin.  Oh, the wonder of the 
Incarnation.  Oh, the wonder of the cross.”


  
Bruce Ware, Big Truths for Young Hearts
The Temptation as A Remarkable Picture of a Past Encounter

    -Jesus is the 2nd Adam 
     -it was critical that Jesus faced temptation as a human being
The Temptation: Relying on God to Provide   Luke 4:2-4
The Temptation: Relying on God to Promote    Luke 4:5-8
=here comes the 2nd of 3 temptations— 

   *the 1st temptation called into doubt the provision of God 

   *this 2nd temptation calls into doubt the plans of God  . . . or the 

        temptation to question God ‘s ability to ‘promote’ you
     --in this particular temptation, Satan alludes to a promise found 
          in Psalm 2—
                “I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, ‘You are my Son;
                       today I have begotten you.
                          8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
                       and the ends of the earth your possession.’”          Psalm 2:7-8
     --as he alludes to this promise of God’s plan and promotion of 

         His Son— he taunts Jesus with it . . . 

Hold on a second . . . is this a legitimate offer?

  (does Satan have the power to promote Jesus?
First— Jesus does indeed call him, ‘the ruler of this world’
   *John 12:27-32         John 14:29-31         John 16:8-11

   *1 John 5:19 – ‘The whole world lies in the power of the evil one’  
   *2 Corinthians 4:4 – Paul calls him, ‘the god of this age’  
*Second— he is a ruler with limitations
  -this world does not belong to him!

  -God’s the One who sets the boundaries and limits (Acts 17) 
     “…the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will 
         and sets over it the lowliest of men.”
Daniel 4:16-18 
        “When God says ‘Stay!’ (Satan) must stand like a dog by the 

           table while the saints feast on God’s comfort. He does not 

           dare to snatch even a tidbit, for the Master’s eye is always 

           upon him.”    William Gurnall

The temptation for Jesus here is about promotion in a way that is not God’s way— it’s about short-circuiting the plans of God

Satan’s problem—

  -he wants to be worshiped!  
  -he concocts religions all over the face of the earth that are forms 
      of worshiping him  (all idols are demons— I Corinthians 10:18-21)
     -the ‘god’ of idolatry, of false religion is the devil himself!
(Notice here in Luke 4 – idolatry is not enough – he wants to be 
      worshiped by the Son of God!

“If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”      

Luke 4:7
2 Questions—

  *Can he? Can he give what he promises?  NO

  *Would he? Would he give what he promises? NO
Jesus Answers

“And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.’’”                      Luke 4:8
=Jesus quotes Deuteronomy again—Deuteronomy 6:10-14
