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“And Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ’ ”              

                                   Luke 4:12
          “Temptation is like a knife that may either cut the meat or the 
            throat of a man; it may be his food or his poison, his exercise or 
            his destruction.”                                John Owen
    “Let it never surprise us, if we are tempted by the devil. Let us rather    

       expect it, as a matter of course, if we are living members of Christ.   

       The Master’s lot will be the lot of His disciples. That mighty spirit   

       who did not fear to attack Jesus himself, is still going about as a 
       roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. That murderer and liar 
       who vexed Job, and overthrew David and Peter, still lives, and is 
       not yet bound. If he cannot rob us of heaven, he will at any rate 
       make our journey there painful. If he cannot destroy our souls, he 
       will at least bruise our heels. Let us beware of despising him, or 
       thinking lightly of his power. Let us rather put on the whole armor 
       of God, and cry to the strong for strength.” 

J.C. Ryle
Over the past 3 weeks—here’s what we’ve seen . . .
The Temptation as A Remarkable Picture of a Past Encounter
The Temptation: Relying on God to Provide   Luke 4:2-4 
The Temptation: Relying on God to Promote     Luke 4:5-8
The Temptation: Resting on God to Protect     Luke 4:9-13
The Purpose of this Devilish Challenge—
 -Satan comes at Him with Scripture himself with an in your face 
       challenge to Jesus –‘God has made You certain promises in 

       His Word…let’s verify it…let’s prove He can be trusted!’
 -he quotes Psalm 91:11-12 to justify his challenge— if Jesus 
    won’t prove who He is by doing what God has not said, then

    how about by doing something to prove the truth of what God 

    has said (let’s put God to the test)!

 =he’s really tempting Jesus to put God to the test! 

 =and he does it by quoting Scripture the way many people I 

       know quote Scripture (preachers included)— he quotes it

      out of context!

The Problem with the Scriptural Citation
 -is Psalm 91 really saying what Satan implies here in this ‘test’?

 -the Psalm IS about God protecting His faithful ones . . . it is 

     NOT about presuming on God when we do foolish things!

-the temptation here is to presumption ... to presuming on God –
          doing something irrational and illogical for the simple 

           purpose of getting God to do something spectacular~ when 

           a simple act of faith is enough!
   “Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— the Most High, who is 
      my refuge— 10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your 
      tent. 11For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your 
      ways. 12 On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a 
      stone . . . 14Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect 
      him, because he knows my name. 15 When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will 
      be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. 16 With long life I will 
      satisfy him and show him my salvation.”                 Psalm 91:9-16
     =this Psalm is not an invitation to foolishly test God’s promise
     =this Psalm is an invitation to confidently trust God’s promise
The Probing Rebuke of Jesus Correction
“And Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’’”                Luke 4:12

=again, He answers from Deuteronomy – quotes one verse (6:16) 

     but His answers implies an understanding of the context

=the context to Deuteronomy 6 is an incident in Exodus 17
 =the people didn’t believe God would / could provide… they 
      doubted God even though He had already provided manna!

 =they demanded a sign from God . . . demanded He prove 

        Himself to them
 “God did promise to protect his anointed, but not by exempting him from trouble. Instead the promise is that God would be ‘with him in trouble’ by prompting him to call out to his Father . . . ‘I will protect him because he knows my name.’”    Russell Moore
