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“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”    







Romans 3:18
*It Is What It Is . . . but why is it that way?
*Man is sinful and broken – and it ends badly . . . it is what it is!
*BUT WHY – why is it the way it is?

  -the basic reason for man’s deplorable condition . . .

  -the fundamental reason for why the world is as it is . . .

  -is revealed in this OT quote in 3:18 drawn from Psalm 36—

     “Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart;
         there is no fear of God before his eyes.
      2For he flatters himself in his own eyes
          that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.
      3The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit;
          he has ceased to act wisely and do good.
      4He plots trouble while on his bed;
          he sets himself in a way that is not good;
          he does not reject evil.”                             Psalm 36:1-4
The real root of it all: we do not put God in his rightful place –   

   we do not see God as we should see Him – we do not fear God!
The Nature of Fear 
“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”     

Romans 3:18
=man's depravity proves that he does not fear God 
‘Fear’ – as in ‘the fear of God’ – what exactly is it?

 -we use fear almost exclusively of ‘terror’ or ‘fright’

      “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, 
       and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”      
Joshua 1:9
     “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
           I will fear no evil…”                Psalm 23:4
 -but that is not the primary idea of fear Biblically—
     *fear is a reverence for God . . . a respect for God because of 

           WHO He is!

     *the idea of a ‘holy dread’ – or awe
     *this concept of ‘fear’ is called the beginning of wisdom!

“‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.’ You will find it in the Psalms, you will find it in the book of Proverbs, and you will find it stated in different ways in many other places. That is the essence of wisdom. That is really the foundation of all knowledge. If you do not have that as the foundation, as the beginning then you will certainly go wrong everywhere else. And, of course, that is the thing that is so patently wrong in the world today – the fear of the Lord does not come into so-called human wisdom at all. There is no fear of God before their eyes.”                                M. Lloyd-Jones

The Irony of Fear

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”     Romans 3:18
(an astonishing reality – most people acknowledge there’s a 
       God, but have little concern about Him . . . little if any 

       concern about a future reckoning with Him
“…The ‘civilized’ pagan – that is, a contemporary man or woman – fears the future, hostile neighbors, disease, technological breakdown, and a host of other dangers. Above all, everyone fears death. What irony: To fear these things, all of which pass away eventually, and yet not fear God, to whom all of us must one day give an accounting.”            James Montgomery Boice
(the fear of God IS the sum of Biblical religion

(to fear God is to have God: 

      *as your prime goal 
      *as the conscious arena of your experience

      *as the one that you care about more than anybody else 
The Hope of Fear
(LB) “They care nothing about God or what he thinks about them.” 
What does ‘fearing God’ look like—
    *you have a sense of the presence / an awe of God 

    *you desire to worship / praise God . . . to commune with Him

    *you desire to please God / to honor God / to obey God
‘Fear of God is the bridle by which our wickedness is held back.’
