M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 32:  Guilty As Sin!
Romans 3:19-20
Sunday, September 9, 2018
“Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.”    



Romans 3:19-20
 *to be ‘guilty’ is to be justly chargeable with or responsible    

       for a usually grave breach of conduct 
      -in other words — a law or a standard has been violated
      -to be ‘guilty as sin’ means it’s that obvious!
    -Paul wants everyone to see the truth about what they are

    -he wants everyone to come to a saving knowledge of the Lord 
        Jesus Christ 
    -BUT— in order to do that you must admit your guilt and 
            you must see your need of Christ
A couple of observations— applications of Paul’s last shot about the relationship of the law to the religious mind (Jew / Christian):
Beware of the Hypocritical Application of Scripture 
“Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law…”


Romans 3:19a
-better translation:  ‘…to those who are in the law’
    -- ‘in the law’ vs. ‘under the law’ 

    --is there a difference? YES (this is an English issue)

        “For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but 
               under grace.”               Romans 6:14
          “Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under 
               the law…”


Romans 3:19a

   -in Rom 3:19 – not ‘under’ but ‘in’ (‘those who are in the Law’)
   -as ‘in the sphere of … in the realm of… influenced by’

   -he’s speaking of those to whom the law has been primarily   

      addressed (the Jews) – because in their minds, they’re not    

      under condemnation, only the lawless Gentiles are!
Here’s my point—  do not hypocritically apply Scripture like the Jews are doing—

   *don’t be so quick to apply God’s Word to others without first  
         taking a good look at you! 

Be In Tune with an Honest Assessment of Self

“. . . so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.”                      Romans 3:19b 
=the point plain and simple is this—

   -Scripture speaks in order to shut us up…to silence our excuse 

       making and self-justification

    -the Jews believed the Gentiles were under condemnation and 
        needed salvation, but they didn’t believe they were under 
        that condemnation (Paul corrects them!)
This is everyone apart from Christ!

This is the honest assessment . . . are you in tune?

Be Warned: Rules/Religion Can’t Save you…Only Jesus Can
“For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.”   
Romans 3:20
=works of the law – doing ‘Bible or church works’ – baptism – 
     going to church – doing ‘good deeds’ . . . these things do not 
     save— they actually condemn us because we tend to use them 
     as substitutes 

The problem is not with the law— it has a purpose – one simple purpose—  ‘through the law comes knowledge of sin’
 =through the Scripture we come to know what we really are
=through the Word we come to know what we need – grace

     -it shows us just how wrong we are

     -it shows that we need to be made right with God BUT we 

          can’t do that ourselves

    -it shows that we need a Savior

 Romans 3:21-22 
