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Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 33:  The Turning Point
Romans 3:21-22
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“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe....”    




Romans 3:21-22
    -the greatest question you will ever address…

    -the greatest question you will ever wrestle with…

    -the greatest question you will ever pursue is this—
         *How do I become ‘right’ with God?
The ‘bad news’ . . . we are under the judgment / wrath of God!
  (if we do not embrace the truth of this bad news, then the good 
         news of the Gospel (of Jesus Christ) makes no sense 
  (It not only makes no sense, but we have no inclination to 
         appropriate it unless we accept the reality about ourselves 
         as Paul has described it in Romans 1 – 3

You are not prepared to embrace the grace offered in the gospel of Jesus Christ until you embrace the reality of your sin.

            The reality of our guilt is far greater than the 
                  reality of our awareness of our guilt!
Romans 3:21-31 has been called “possibly the most important

single paragraph ever written”
  –it is here that we see the light at the end of the tunnel— the 
        freight train of God’s grace!
And it all begins with 2 little words— ‘But now…’ 
“Paul has established beyond any question or doubt than no man ever has been or ever will be able to justify himself in the presence of God. No man ever has provided or ever will provide a righteousness that will satisfy God and the demands of His most holy Law. That is clear; that is definite; he has proved it from every conceivable angle. Having established that, he now goes on to show that there is only one way of salvation. But thank God there is one.”               Martin Lloyd-Jones
    “Cursed is the judge who condemns the innocent and who 
        acquits the guilty.”               Proverbs 17:15
(How can God, the Judge, condemn human judges who acquit 
      the guilty and yet He acquits the guilty Himself? 
        =because in the gospel, God’s justice and His righteousness 
          …His grace and His mercy are put on display side by side

        =only He can be both JUST and the one who JUSTIFIES!

      The human predicament has been radically transformed 
            because of the saving act of God in Jesus Christ!
The Turning Point: Then and Now—
“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested…”   

 




Romans 3:21a

=‘but now’ is both temporal and terminal

      *temporal – a time element involved – historic – in time 

             (‘now’) we have reached a moment in history that defines 

             (determines) eternity for us
     *terminal – the fulfillment of those promises and prophesies 

             and types in the old covenant

            -the Gospel was never God’s plan B

            -it was never a contingency or backup plan

            -the Gospel was always God’s plan – the entirely of Old 

                Testament Scripture points to Jesus!

From wrath to righteousness—

From condemnation to justification— 

From bondage to freedom— 
From exclusion to participation—

The Cross is the turning point of history for sinful men!

   -Jesus Christ. His righteous, not ours—

