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“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,”     
        Romans 3:21-24
  “In all life and history there is nothing more important than these 
    teachings. But who thinks this way? . . . Ours is an age in which 
    people are self-absorbed and focus on immediate gratification. We  

    tend to evaluate any religious teaching according to its apparent 
    relevance to our present ‘needs’ and short-term goals ...(But) it was 
    no easier for the apostle Paul to preach the message of salvation to a 
    generation that was busy entertaining itself by sex and circuses than 
    for today’s Christians to minister that same word to an age that has 
    anesthetized itself through television.”     J.M. Boice
Here in this single paragraph Paul centers the gospel on what God has done for us in Jesus Christ and not on what He is doing in us or to us! 
   --Luther had it right . . . understand these few verses of Romans 
        correctly and you’ll understand the gospel. Misunderstand 
        these verses, and you’ll be greatly impoverished in your 
        understanding of the gospel 
“Then Job answered and said: 2 “Truly I know that it is so:
    But how can a man be in the right before God?”                     Job 9:1-2
Religion seeks to answer what God has already revealed— how to be right with God!

Being Right with God Is:

Apart from Law

“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law…”                    Romans 3:21a

(the ‘righteousness of God’ – 

     *the righteousness that comes from God

     *the righteousness that is God

       -it is the righteousness that has been revealed in Jesus
   “God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, 
      to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in 
      the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
      became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and   

      redemption,”                                     I Corinthians 1:28-30
-there are a number of ways to understand this reference to ‘law’

    (1) ‘The Law’ – the Mosaic Law (5 books of Moses)

    (2) The entire body of the Hebrew Scripture (the OT)
    (3) General principles and rules – a general knowledge of 

              ‘right and wrong’ – as in ‘the law written in the heart’ as 

               Paul writes in Romans 2:14-15

    (4) The law (as in legalism) – a strict, self-dependent trust in 

             one’s own efforts – the implication here is that ‘I can be 

             right with God by living according to strict standards, 

             following a set of rules and regulations’
POINT:

  -There’s nothing you can do – no set of rules you can keep / no 

     religious ritual you can conform to / no work you can perform
        – that will earn / merit / gain a right standing before God
Why God’s way (apart from law) is best:   (3 reasons)— 

 *If salvation (righteousness) is apart from law (can’t be 

      earned but is instead a gift from God)— then you can be 

      saved NOW! (right with God NOW) – otherwise you can’t)

 *If salvation (righteousness) is apart from law (can’t be earned 

      but is a gift from God)— then you can be certain!

*If salvation (righteousness) is apart from law (can’t be earned 

      but is a gift from God)— then God gets all the glory!

