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“the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe . . . the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith . . . that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”   Romans 3:22, 24-26
“Paul’s letter to the Romans is a kind of Christian manifesto.”







John Stott
The Book of Romans is our “Manifesto”— it is no less than a 

    defining statement of faith – ‘this is what we believe . . . this is 
    how we will live in light of what we believe!’
Being Right with God Is:

Apart from Law

“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law…”                    Romans 3:21a

Acquired by Faith

“the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe . . . the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith . . . that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”   Romans 3:22, 24-26
Paul is explicit— Being right with God comes by faith!
The Defining Issue of Life:  Do you believe God?

 *it is simply foolish to deny the obvious!
 *it is doubly foolish to refuse to hear Truth!

NO— I’m not asking ‘do you believe IN God’ . . . that is NOT     the fundamental question of faith. I’m asking:  Do you believe God? . . . this is the fundamental defining question of faith!  
*do you believe what He says about Himself?
      “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
         seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we 
         understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is 
         seen was not made out of things that are visible.”         Hebrews 11:1-3

*do you believe what He says about YOU?
      -that you are not righteous

      -that you are indeed sinful – unrighteous and ungodly

 *do you believe what He says about the only way to Him?

      -that His righteous standard has been both revealed in and 

           met in His Son, Jesus Christ

      -that He put Jesus forward as a substitute (sacrifice) 

      -that we might be declared as ‘justified by faith’
      (‘justified’– an instantaneous declaration 
      (to be justified: (1) to be forgiven of our sins 
                                  (2) to be positively reckoned as righteous

      “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of
        knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
        things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and 
        be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
        the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
        from God that depends on faith.”                       Philippians 3:8-9
     -when we are justified, God reckons as though we were 
         perfectly righteous, even while we remain sinful 
    -we are justified by the object of our faith–the cross of Jesus 
           Christ–and not on the basis of the act of faith 
    -We are justified by the merits of the One in whom we have 
             Believed . . . not through the merits of believing
=saving faith is more than affirming certain truths about Jesus.

=saving faith involves 3 specifics—

   -saving faith involves the intellect: knowledge (content)
   -saving faith involves the emotions: the heart (changes)
   -saving faith involves the will: the volition (your ‘want to’)
     *Spurgeon calls it ‘trust’   *Lloyd-Jones calls it ‘commitment
