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“. . . For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift . . .”           
Romans 3:22b-24
Being Right with God Is:
Apart from Law
Acquired by Faith
     “Faith is not merely an intellectual awareness of the truth, or even an 
      intellectual acceptance of the truth. You can have that and still be without 
      faith. Faith means a real trusting in Him and what He has done on our 
      behalf and for our salvation. That is the way of obtaining His 
      righteousness.”          Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Administered by Grace
“. . . For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift . . .”    Rom 3:22b-24
Let’s look at the grace of God under 3 headings—

Our Awful Neglect of Grace

“. . . For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”                               Romans 3:22b
Why is it necessary to highlight sin yet again? Because we tend to forget the obvious—

  =just as there is no difference in your sin— why you need to

            be saved  (Jew and Gentile)
  =there is also no difference in how you are saved— grace!
  =we have this terrible tendency to overestimate ourselves

    “Grace always has about it the scent of a scandal.”   Philip Yancey

  =we also tend to underestimate sin— to think it’s not that big a

        deal— well . . . it’s much bigger than we realize!
        “Only those who are truly aware of their sin can truly cherish   

             grace.”                                  C.J. Mahaney
Our Absolute Need for Grace

“… all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift . . .”    Rom 3:23-24
(What is grace? 
    *Grace is giving favor in the face of a breached relationship 
    *Grace is God’s free favor bestowed on those who deserve His 
          condemnation at the cost of His Son
This is grace – the gospel is not that God forgives…the gospel is that God forgives at the cost of His Son. 
“Grace means undeserved kindness. It is the gift of God to man the moment he sees he is unworthy of God's favor.”   Dwight L. Moody
The Awesome Notion of Grace

“…and are justified by his grace as a gift . . .”    Rom 3:22b-24
=grace is not just a ‘past’ thing – ‘I was saved by grace’
=grace is a present tense thing– ‘God’s grace is sufficient for me’
=and grace is a future tense thing—
      “Through many dangers, toils and snares,  I have already come,
         'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,  And grace will lead me home.”
Grace is a very humbling thing— it teaches that being “right with 

      God” is completely out of my hands . . . grace arises solely   

      from the love of God without anything whatsoever in us to 
      produce it (in fact, it is entirely in spite of us)

There are so many things in your life that can only be explained by the grace of God!
“It is grace at the beginning, and grace at the end. So that when you and I come to lie upon our death beds, the one thing that should comfort and help and strengthen us there is the thing that helped us in the beginning. Not what we have been, not what we have done, but the Grace of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. The Christian life starts with grace, it must continue with grace, it ends with grace. Grace wondrous grace. By the grace of God I am what I am. Yet not I, but the Grace of God which was with me.”                  Martyn Lloyd-Jones
