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“This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”           


Romans 3:25-26
Justice – the quality of being just, impartial, or fair   
     (1): the principle or ideal of just dealing or right action
     (2): conformity to this principle or ideal

          : RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Just— acting or being in conformity with what is morally   

     upright or good : RIGHTEOUS

Biblically, theologically speaking – justice is being conformed to 

     the righteous standard of God

Justification – the process by which one is declared to be 
       righteous with God
  =and this is critical . . . we are declared to be righteous (we are 

        NOT made righteous)

“It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus .”    Romans 3:26
  (that is – God is ‘just’ (right) and He is the ‘justifier’ (the One 

          who make us right)

  (the Big question is HOW . . . How does this work….why 

         does it matter?

Paul says that the death of Jesus on the Cross clearly shows the righteousness (the rightness) of God in 2 ways—

*It Vindicates God’s Righteousness by Rooting it in Justice
    “This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance   

       he had passed over former sins…”                       Romans 3:25 
=How does Christ’s death demonstrate God’s justice? 
  -what was the consequence of man’s sin…what was Adam told 

        would happen IF he disobeyed God?

      “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘You may surely eat of 
         every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
         evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.’”       
 




Genesis 2:16-17
  -IF God is just . . . if God is righteous . . . if God is true— then 

         He must honor His Word / He must follow through on His 

         Promise

  -the OT sacrificial system is about that very thing— the blood 

       of animals…the blood of  a sacrifice to satisfy the ‘justice’ of 

       God— temporarily!                  

           “The blood of bulls and goats cannot forgive sins.”  Heb 10:4
  -the entire OT sacrificial system calls into question the justice 
      and righteousness of God if there is no real divine sacrifice
   -the OT system didn’t forgive sin— it pointed forward to the 
        One who was going to forgive sin
*Demonstrates God’s Mercy by Grounding it in Justice
“Because in the forbearance of God, He passed over the sins previously committed for the demonstration I say of His righteousness at the present time.”
 =God’s past mercy, His mercy to His people in the OT is 

      grounded in His righteous judgment of Christ on the cross
=Paul knew God was merciful…even as a Pharisee, he never   

      doubted the mercy of God— what had never dawned on 
      Paul was that God could be merciful and still be righteous at  

      the same time
The work of the Cross flows in two directions—

  -it flows backward in time to cover the sins of all under God’s 
     covenant of grace in the OT (that’s why it was just for God to
     be merciful to them)

  -it flows forward to us –2000 years after His crucifixion His 
        benefits continue to flow forward. 
*Exalts both the Justice and the Mercy of God

“It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”           





Romans 3:26
